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Read the question carefully and answer exactly what is asked, noting the time period and scope.

Begin with a clear, context-setting introduction relevant to the question.

Structure the answer logically: introduction, main discussion, and a brief conclusion.

Maintain chronological order where appropriate to show historical understanding.

Focus on causes, events, and consequences, not just narration of facts.

Use accurate dates, names, and events (e.g., Reconstruction, New Deal, Cold War).

Link events to broader themes such as federalism, democracy, capitalism, civil rights, or expansionism.

Support arguments with relevant examples and evidence from history.

Mention key personalities (e.g., Washington, Lincoln, Roosevelt) only where relevant to the question.

Show analysis and interpretation, not mere memorization.

Present balanced viewpoints and, where relevant, include differing historical interpretations.

Avoid present-day political opinions; keep the discussion historical and analytical.

Use headings or sub-points to improve clarity and readability.

Keep the discussion focused and relevant; avoid unnecessary background details.

Use clear, formal, and precise language.

Ensure factual accuracy and avoid mixing events from different periods incorrectly.

Prefer concise, well-organized answers over lengthy narratives.

Attempt all parts of the question to secure partial credit.
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