
GENERAL FEEDBACK FOR ESSAYS 

 
Content (40%) 

●​ Your interpretation should be in depth, comprehensive and academic. 
●​ Always address the asked part. It should be evident in your outline, which 

should be self-explanatory in nature. Essays/Outlines that give related 
information without addressing the asked part do not qualify. 

●​ The whole essay should be relevant. Even if 1-2 arguments are irrelevant the 
essay will not pass. 

●​ Distribution of topic should be according to the demand of the topic 
statement i.e. if there is one scoring point it should be given more weight, if 
there are 2 or more scoring points all should be given equal weight. 

●​ All claims made in the essay must be substantiated. Out of 15-17 arguments 
at least 9-10 should be academically backed with proper references. The rest 
should be backed by either case studies or generally known information.  

●​ Evidence must be authentic and come from proper and authentic academic 
sources. Newspapers do not qualify as an academic source. Illustrations and 
vague mentions of events do not qualify as academic evidence. 

●​ Essays that are lacking in evidence do not qualify. 
 
LANGUAGE (25%) 

●​ Focus on enhancing your grammar as any essay with 4-5 grammatical 
mistakes does not pass.  

●​ Your essay must be in the tone and tense of the topic statements. Essays 
that fail to comply do not pass. 

●​ Your sentence structure should be simple, yet clear and diversified.  
●​ Vocabulary used should be simple, clear and concise. Expression should 

always be formal and academic. 
●​ You are never to write in 1st and 2nd person pronouns. 
●​ You must always use the given keywords and your topic for your thesis 

statements and main headings in your outline. 
 
STRUCTURE (20%) 

●​ Your essay must follow the selected pattern and that structure should be 
maintained throughout. 

●​ INTRODUCTION: The introduction is the longest paragraph of the essay, at 
least 200 words. It should start with a hook, must give the glimpse of what's 
to come and must have a thesis statement. Besides hook, your introduction 
should not have any sort of information and reference. Avoid definitions in 
introduction.  



●​ BODY PARAGRAPHS: Approximately 150 words at most and all the body 
paragraphs must be consistent in length. Should follow the proper structure 
of an academic paragraph i.e. it must have a topic sentence, supporting 
point, evidence and concluding sentence. The topic sentence and concluding 
sentence must align with each other. There should be no new information in 
the concluding sentence. One paragraph represents one subheading in the 
outline and consists of one idea. 

●​ CONCLUSION: Must start with the concluding phrase. There should be no 
new information in the conclusion. It should recap the arguments. Conclusion 
does not have any examples and information. If you are ending it on a 
hopeful note, remember that solutions and hope are not the same. 

 
COHERENCE (15%) 

●​ There should be connectivity and flow between the paragraphs. Use proper 
connectors for this purpose not firstly, secondly, thirdly and so on. 

●​ The sequencing of paragraphs must be logical. 
●​ The essay must align with the outline in sequence, idea, and content. If not it 

will be deemed incoherent. 
●​ Unity of idea must be maintained within the paragraph, otherwise it will be 

considered incoherent. 
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Out of context

Not an argument. 

That's a general effect, how was that 
a turning point for 
Pakistan?

How was 
that a 
turning 
point?
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Perception 

Overlaps with d

How was that a turning point 
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Don't name organisation, people or states in your 
arguments

Short outline. No. of body 
paragraphs should be 15-17

Sentence structure

Irrelevant to the 
context. 

Irrelevant detail. 
There should be no 
information in the 
introduction. 

Sentence structure

Tense 
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These points are not in outline. 
Also these are events that
Happened not arguments
Your intro is to give
An overview of your arguments. 

Tense

Properly capitalise the proper nouns.

This is not a topic 
sentence. Topic 
sentence 
introduces an 
argument. It makes 
a claim. 

Sentence structure
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No explanation of 
how this is a 
turning point for 
Pakistan. There is 
no analysis in the 
paragraph. All 
you have written 
is what's in the 
pact. Not how is 
that a turning 
point for 
Pakistan. 

Separate argument

Again these are 
facts there is no 
explanation of 
how this increase 
in foreign 
investment is a 
turning point for 
Pakistan. 

That's neither a conflict nor a war.
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Inconsistent 
paragraph 
length. All 
paragraphs 
should be 120-150 
words.

No argumentation 
No analysis. No 
structure to the 
paragraph

Turning point is something that marks a shift. You do 
not highlight that. You only explain what Pakistan 
did. 
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Irrelevant detail. No 
argumentation and 
no analysis.

Irrelevant detail. No 
argumentation and 
no analysis.
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argumentation and 
no analysis.
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argumentation and 
no analysis.
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argumentation and 
no analysis.
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No facts and information 
in conclusion. 
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