
Pick a stance. You cannot say both sides are valid.

Discuss historical 
aspects in a 
single paragraph. There 
is no need for multiple 
subheadings. 

General guideline.
Maintain the tone of the topic
Answer the asked part
Pay attention to the tense of the topic 
and the given keywords 
Follow the outline exactly as it is
Provide substantial research-backed 
evidence.
Use formal language always
No use of 1st and 2nd person 
pronouns.
Maintain unity of idea in a single 
paragraph.
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No clear stance in the main heading. Can or 
can it not achieve sustainable growth?

No relation to 
whether or not 
Pakistan can 
achieve 
sustainable 
growth 

Too broad for a single paragraph 
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No difference between main and 
sub headings. No coherence in 
structure and distribution of point.
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Suggestions are not asked in the topic.

This is a completely irrelevant and unstructured outline. The examiner is not going to read your essay beyond this 
point. Basic grammar and structure are being evaluated.

Your stance is unclear. Your understanding of topic is unclear. There is no one structure followed throughout the 
outline. The actual topic is unaddressed. 

Topic breakdown
Pick a stance. Don't agree with both sides or pick a middle ground. Discuss how or why of whether Pakistan can achieve 
sustainable growth or not. Do not write ways to achieve sustainable growth as no solutions are required in an 
argumentative essay. Do not write prospects or opportunities and hurdles. 
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Attention 
grabber??

Unrelated to the 
context of the topic. 
There is no need to 
discuss background 
details in the 
introduction. 

No examples and 
evidence in 
introduction 
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No relation to the 
topic. The 
introduction is 
entirely irrelevant. 

Intro should be 
200-250  
words.

No proper 
structure to the 
outline. 

No relation of topic sentence to the topic 
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Don't start a sentence with "but" or 
"and"

The purpose of 
paragraph is 
unclear.

Where are 3 other paragraphs for 
historical overview. 

No reference in 
transition 
paragraph. 
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No single idea 
mentioned. No 
relation to the 
topic 

Expression

No argumentation 
No analysis.

No relation to 
whether 
Pakistan 
can achieve 
economic 
sustainability 
or not.
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No 
argumentation 
No analysis. No 
structure to the 
paragraph. 
Incoherent and 
irrelevant. No 
evidence. 

No 
argumentation 
No analysis. No 
structure 
to the paragraph. 
Incoherent and 
irrelevant.

No argumentation 
No analysis. No 
structure to the 
paragraph. Incoherent 
and irrelevant.

Don't number the paragraphs

Dawn and newspapers in general
Are not academic sources.
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This is not a paragraph

Sentence 
structure

Too many points in a single paragraph
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