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Topic breakdown 
Simple topic. Discuss 7-8 challenges and 7-8 Opportunities in mainstreaming 
madrassas in Pakistan. Be mindful that opportunities are not benefits. You can 
discuss 2-3 points to overcome the challenges but it's not necessary.

General guideline.
Maintain the tone of the topic
Answer the asked part
Pay attention to the tense of the topic and the given keywords 
Follow the outline exactly as it is
Provide substantial research-backed evidence.
Use formal language always
No use of 1st and 2nd person pronouns.
Maintain unity of idea in a single paragraph.
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These are benefits 
not opportunities. 
Opportunities 
would include the 
present factors that 
favour madrassa 

Short outline. No. of body 
paragraphs should be 15-17
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Irrelevant 
to the 
context

This is the 
background of the 
context,  entirely 
irrelevant and not 
to be included in 
intro. If you want to 
discuss the 
background 
behind the topic do 
so in crunch 
paragraph.

Too long an 
opening. 
Should be no 
more than 
60-90 words 
or 3-4 
sentences 
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Maintain the 
sequence 
mentioned in 
the outline 

Don't list 
everything 
in a single 
sentence.

No proper overview of the essay. 

Thesis statement 
does not address 
the topic. 

Directly 
start from 
the heading, 
don't add a 
preamble to 
the 
argument. 

Does not match the heading in the outline. This does not provide an 
understanding of madrassa education. 

Indent 
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No clear distinction between paragraphs
No cohesive transition between paragraphs

Irrelevant detail

No explanation to 
how is this a 
challenge to 
mainstreaming 
madrassas.

Irrelevant 
evidence. No 
link to 
madrassa and 
mainstreaming 

That's not the argument in the outline. The point in the 
outline is that extremism over opinion creates a 
challenge for mainstreaming madrassas 

Irrelevant detail. This has 
nothing to do with the 
current argument. These 
are separate points. Also 
no relation to 
mainstreaming 
madrassas discussed.

Why? How are the two related?

No example
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Irrelevant. No 
discussion of how 
it is a hurdle to 
mainstreaming 
madrassas. 

Irrelevant detail
No relation to 
the argument.

Sentence structure

Indent should not be more than an inch
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Two 
separate 
arguments
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Not a proper 
paragraph 

No consistency in 
paragraph length
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Start the conclusion with a 
concluding phrase 

Don't list each point 
per sentence. Make it 
cohesive 

Tone should be 
conclusive
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