Exploration in the Arctic Circle still offers countless opportumtles for fresh drscoverles butitisan
adventure which is not to be undertaken lightly. As an occupation it is more Ionely and remote than
anythlng else in the world and at any moment the traveller must be prepared to encounter hazard
‘and drfﬁculty which ca[l for all his skill and enterprise. Nevertheless such exploratlon will be carried
as “Iong‘ as there are investigated areas to attract the daring and as long as the quest for knowledge
|nsp|res mankmd lnvest:gatmns have shown that the Arctic zone is rich in mmeral deposits, but even
|f th‘es‘e deposrts were themselves of little value, the economic rmportance of the Arctrc would not

the cendltnohs preualllhg in the Arctic as of first-rate rmportahce in helpmg them to arnve at = *' :7 .

' accurate results in their forecasts. Yet quite apart from any economic or other practlcal ——

consrderatloms theme is a strange fascination about thls vast uhcohquered reglon ofstern northern
beauty. Those who haue once entered the vast polar regions like to speak of thelr me:\pressrble

i
beauty, the charm Df the yellmv sun and dazzlmg ice packs the everlastmCr snows and unmapped

sunllﬂht over lts urozen expahse or spme wonderful fantactleall\, shaped cln‘: whlch mal\es an
unfading i lmpressmn on the memor\,v I may eweh be an |cer ' erg stately and temfymg, movmg on its
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