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Question 2: Comprehension (20 Marks)

Comprehension Passage

My father returned to work within days of coming home. He worked for a time in a shipyard where one of the last
great Belfast liners, the Canberra, was under construction, and later moved to an electronics firm in the eastern
part of the city. These were the days when computers were extremely large and built by sheet metal workers.

Soon after he joined the firm fone of his colleagues was dismissed for taking time off to get married)In response,

~ the workforce went on strike to have him reinstated. The dispute, known as the “Honeymoon Strike,” was
reported in the Belfast newspapers. My mother later told me that the strike affected our family so severely that for
years they struggled financially. I do not know how the strike ended but whether or not the colleague regained his
job, he soon found another, better one. I remember visiting him and his wife in their new bungalow in the

northern suburbs of Belfast. I believe they left the city soon after the Troubles began.

At that time, my father was thirty-seven, the age I am now. My father and I are close, yet we know little about

~ each other. We talk about events rather than emotions and keep certain hopes, fears, and doubts to ourselves.I
L have never asked my father whether he ever reflected on how his life might have changed,had he made different

'h01ces He found hlmself like many others living in what was eﬁ‘ectwely a civil war. As an adult, I often try to
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