Q.3 Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions given at the ead. (20)

The majority of people have always lived simply, and most of hmnann} 'an s:mggi:s on a
daily basis 1o eke out a meager existence under dire circumstances. Only in affluent mdus!.:nahzed countries do poopk
have the luxury of more goods and services than they need 1o survive. On the basis of material wealth, North Americans

and Europeans should be the happiest people on earth. but according to the 2012 Happy Planet Index (HPI). they are
not. Surprisingly, what had begun as an experimental lifestyle evolved into a quiet revolution that spread the word
through books such as Duane Elgin's best-selling Voluntary Simplicity: Toward a Way of Life that is Ourwardily Simple.
Imwardly Rich (1981), as well as numerous magazines, alternative communities of the like-minded. and, later. Internet
websites. Combined with a growing awareness of the environmental consequences of consumerism. the voluntary

simplicity movement m\ﬁwﬁwm‘ of goods and energy and to minimize one’s ?ﬂﬂ impact on
e envimnmg&“ﬁolhnmry" denotes a free and conscious choice to make appropriate chang will ennch life in a
?e‘ﬁe'r:’s;ﬁtual sense. “Simplicity™ refers to the lack of clutter, that is, eliminating all those things. patterns, habits. and
ideas that take control of our lives and distract U5 Trom our inner selves. However, this is not 1o be confused with
poverty, which is involuntary, degrading. and debilitating. Neither does it mean that people must live on a farm
or reject progress or technology, or do without what is necessary for their comfort gnd welfare, To practice voluntary
simplicity, one must differentiate between what one wants (psychological desires) and what one needs (basic
requirements of life), and seek a healthy balance that is compatible with both} In a consumer society where advertising
bombards us with the message that without this, that, and the other product, we are unsuccessful, undesirable, and
unimportant, being clear on what you really need and resisting what you don’t can be an ongoing struggle. The beauty
of voluntary simplicity is that HEILW not a dogma. How one goes about it depends on individual
character, cultural background. and climate. For this, three Rs (i.e., Reduce, Recycle & Reuse) represent the best way 1o
get a handle on rampani consumerism. In economies driven By the quest for ever more, living with less
is erroneously equated with poverty and social inferiority. By conserving energy, for instance, you are actually ensuring
that more resources are available for future use. By making a frugal budget and sticking to it, you can eliminate
unnecessary expenses. Recycling paper, metal, plastic, and glass and reusing building materials and old clothing keep
materials in the loop and out of landfills. Pooling skills and resources through barter networks not only saves money,
‘but shaﬁng with others establishes bonds and fosters a sense of community. With the glut of cheap goods that are
usually designed for obsolescence, quality products that last are becoming progressively harder 1o find. In the long run,

@ more expensive but durable and repairable item or even an old item that is stil] in good condition is a better
investment than a brand new piece of junk mﬁﬁnﬂﬁﬂm@n end up in the trash. Thus, at the heart of
voluntary simplicity is the conscious realization that less is reall re, Less consumption means more resources for
future generations. Less activity that brings little WEMﬂ is more time for yourself and your loved ones
Less stuff is more to move around in. Less stress means more relaxation and better health. Less worry Fﬂﬂ'iﬂg;
more enjoyment and more fulfillment in life. : e
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CSS 2024 — Soived
English Precis and Composition

Q. 2. Write a précis of the following passage and suggest a suitable title: (20)

In the heart of bustling cities, urban green spaces stapd as 0ases of tranquillity, providing
respite from the hustle and bustle. Parks, adorned with vibrant flora, begonje haveqs for
relaxation and recreation. The greenery offers a sanctuary for diverse wildlife, creating a
delicate balance between urban development and environmental preservation. Beyond
their aesthetic appeal, city parks play a crucial role in fostering community bonds.
Families gather for picnics, friends engage in sports, and individuals find solace amidst
nature's embrace. These communal spaces serve as venues for cultural events, open-air
concerts, and art installations, enriching the urban experience. The benefits of urban
green spaces extend beyond leisure. They contribute to improved air quality, mitigate the
urban heat island effect, and promote overall well-being. Access to nature within city
limits becomes a vital aspect of mental health, offering a refuge for introspection and

rejuvenation. lHow:—:-ver, the challenge lies in balancing the increasing urbanization with
the preservation of green spaces. Sustainable urban

lanni ‘ '

ensure the coexistence of concrete jungles and naturgl havgﬁsbeé;;;nﬂess t::mgfe?tivea;s
maintain parks, tree-lined avenues, and green rooftops become inte ral co ts of
shaping cities that prioritize both human and environmental health Ags citi mpor}en ih

preservation and enhancement of urban green spaces become a h VR e,
The vision is to cultivate urban landsca S RI0d IERPONEDI; |
tapestry of city life, fostering a sustainab M '
progress and 3:tfhit-:: enuironmgnt. Aok aod lisrmonious cohabitation between human J

Precis
LIrhan areen spaces provide a peacefill havoarn a..._.
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(vi) Extra attempt of any question or any part of the question will not be considered.
PART-IT
2. Write a précis of the following passage and suggest a suitable title: (20)

On the question of freedom in education there are at present three main schools of thought, denving. partly from
differences as to ends and partly from differences in psychological theory. There are those who say thalg children shoEﬂd
be completely free, however bad they may be; there are those who say they should be completely subject to authority,
however good they may be: and there are those who say they should be free, but in spite of freedom they should be
always good. This last party is larger than it has any logical right to be; children, like adults, will not all be virtuous if
they are all free. The belief that liberty will ensure moral perfection is a relic of Rousseauism, and would not survive a
study of animals and babies. Those who hold this belief think that education should have no positive purpose, but
zz:;lftmmly offedr an environment 5u1tab!e for spontaneous development. I cannot agree with this school, which

o me too individualistic, and unduly indifferent to the importance of knowledge. We live in communities which

irfnqpudlr:::"-:scmt'mm and it would be umE-ian to expect all the necessary co-operation to result from spontaneous
s 1 existence of a large population on a limited ares is only possible owing t i d ique:
ucation must, therefore, hand on the necess cllow most free: tﬂhmqu"'-s

ary minimum of these.
whose success depends upon a degree of benevolence, self- he educators who allow most freedom are men

generated where every impulse s Ieft tnchecked: tharh e control, and trained intelligence which can hardly be

methods are undi - 2 rits, therefore. are i . ;
undiluted. Education, viewed from a social standp:oim, must be sgzﬂtllllli(?gyéz be Peir[_aetualtlcd if their
re positive than a mere

opportunity for growth. It must, of i
P th. course, provide thi ' i
zhildren cannot acquive entirely for thtms;lfes. iy ST e K R
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‘NGLISH (PRECIS & COMPOSITION) PART-11

'E:

(i) Part-11 is to be attempted on the separate Answer Book.

L questions from PART-IL |

' i in the Answer Book in accordance with Q. No. in the Q.Paper.
EE]} :Ln ;Eﬁ:n;e be Jeft blank between the answers. All the blank pages of Answer Book must be crossed.

L.

(vi) Extra attempt of any question or any part of the question will not be con sidered.

Distil the passage into a précis and suggest an apt title. : ‘ | (20)
Homi K. Bhabha, a prominent postcolonial scholar, advances a pl‘ufmll:ldl}’ .pllll]D?-ﬂphjcal yet
grounded concept of pationalism, positing that "Nations, lﬁlkﬁ‘ narratives, lose their orgins in the myths
of time and only fully encounter their hn_nznns in the mmdrs f::ye,“ thereby ha_ghhgﬁtmg the (fﬂmp!ex
interplay between the imagined, the mythical, and the material in the construction of national identityt
Nations, like narratives, are constructed through hi to 1] contingency, s}‘laped_ by gt]_mic: obsesslons
an?;égiunal affiliations that often obscure their ongins. _As a rclsm{lt, national 1'demmc?s can becar_ne
rigid and exclusionary, antagonizing the notion of humanism ﬂm?mnad by ancient philosophers like
Socrates and Plato. This idea has implications for our uﬂderstandmg‘nf humanism, a cm?nerstone of
intellectual traditions from Goethe ; and Rousseau's emphasis on the ‘universal human experience to AE-
Ghazali and Ibn Rushd's advocacy for reason and compassion as bridges between cultures.A] -Ghazi_lh ]
"The Alchemy of Happiness" strikes a balance between promoting local identity and wammgvagmnst
provincial, insular nationalism, making him a votary of cultural exchange and understm;@mg. He
advocates for an evenhanded approach, balancing love for one's land with justice for all citizens. In
"The Revival of Religious Sciences," Al-ghazali emphasizes balancing universalism and
particularism, recognizing that national idenfity must be tempered by justice and ﬂualipr. By
promoting inclusive citizenship, Al-Ghazali offers an antidote to exclusivist nationalist ideologies. By

exploring the intersections between/nationalism  and humanism) Bhabha's work also encourages us to
think critically about how national identities are constructed and imagine new forms of global
citizenship prioritizing shared humanity over narrow national interests. However, the rise of
nationalism has often led to a narrowing of perspectives, prioritizing regional affiliations over
universal values, resulting in a stringent and macho form of patriotism that stifles dissent and
creativity. Like'a chameleon, nationalism can adapt and change, often blurring the lines between
patriotism and xenophobia. Altdgether, nationalism is not a bane, its mixed benefits over the last
c&fifury have been'a double-edged sword, yielding a staggering array of positivé and negative
consequences. On one hand, nations have become increasingly aware of the need to align themseives
with pluralism and egalitarian schemes. However, the desire to dominate, as exemplified by the
German geographer Friedrich Ratzel's idea of orgariic borders, continues to have a silent appeal, often
manifesting in bizarre and violenT forms, such as, the recent bloodshed in Palestine and the earlier
Bosnian massacre. This scary trail is long and hard to absorb, especially when democracy itself has
been exposed as a mere fagade, leaving many to blurt out frustrations and disillusionments. As the
philosopher Allama Igbal aptly put it in his famous poem, "The Devil's Parliament," democracy is
merely the outer crust, while the essence is imperialist. Igbal's words ring true, warning us against the
uncritical subservience and adoration of nationalism, which can lead to historical myopia,
strengthening dictatorial hegemony and incarcerating the human spirit within the narrow confines of
love for the land. Perhaps\democracy Js the safest carrier of the seed of nationalism ing i
under the guise of economic equality, Still, weak tions face the politi &5 o ko, o
leaving the meagefrinﬁinns to be content u;ith biianinbi i st sebesipn ?f . puwe@l
mere paeans of love for border and territorial integrity.

. IJmperialism planted the embryo of nationalism, abandoning the wretched children of the earth to fend

_f‘dr themselves; Teft to navigate the treacherous waters of self-determination. The power of nationalism
is a potent form of Volksgeist - a term coined by Johann Gottfried Herder to describe a nation's unique
spirit or character - that can be both unifying and divisive, depending on how it is wielded. In thi

contexl, a more frugal and nuaneed appreach 1o nationalism is needed, one that balances : .

with a commitment to universal values and human rights. Eﬂhunal pride
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B

Translate the following into English by keeping in view figurative/idiomatic expressions. (10)
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