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Ewplain  Platos Rationalism i

Oletail :

INTRODUCTIO

Plato, Student vf Socrates and

teaches rﬁ Aristotte is one Df the

Carliest and most mt:ww rationalist

phiosepher. He Lived duymg  the po!c'Hw

tuhmoil of AthemsS. At that tme, Soph its

vele teathimg 7elativism, Aaomlwzﬂ +o

Protagqovas ;~

“Man T3 the measure r?(

M Wﬁ\s.”

Plato »ejected s tte believed +hat

truth must be unives sal Objectve, and

etanal. Wiy led +o his 7ationalism — the

beuq that 7easom, mot Senses, 1S the ultomate

Sowrce v? true Knaw[edqe Plato arquut

Hat Senses decelve US, while xeason alone

ings aceess o etesmal tuths  HIs rationalism

|lis best undeystood w‘hwuqh his Theory f
Forms, Epzﬁme vs. Doxa, Ana,'mﬂe.s:s,and \

Alféﬁavy af the Cm Plato's 7ationaliorr
hM both S‘Ir\engfﬁa and WweaKnesses, bul

1 :'n fmaaluﬂ l:mves h.as ’)’a.boma,c&sm
1S velevamt 17

—

_ Despite

art/usms Plato 'ﬂgmﬁ deserwey the

tréle Fama, a{ }?azlana,bfm : g




p.taxo's Ratiomalism Can be

euplaimed blt.{ these': ,

i- Tﬁeoyy DFUFOMS: .

Accorling to Plato, im this wold

these e +wp Hea'ma uﬁ ”mﬂj.’

. World DF Senses (Phenomena): “ois

s the evesydan physical - world we g in,

{ L
It 1s Constantiy ah““:lﬁ”’iﬂ e-9 A tree

grows, decays, and dies. [¢5s beauty fades,

itS Shape Changes—notling & permanent.

0. World. of Forms(Neumena) : Beyond

the - -9671.5'_95 Liey a lmlﬂm, W‘L(Jﬂanﬂiﬂﬁ

vealm °f peufect Forms which he

corted ldeas. Accordimg o im, ldeas

GU\L' petymameu,-mn&'i, ond  universal

tvuthg dhat mevsr Changes For encumple,

there may pe thousand differens ’rmmgl@

but e Tf?rm f Tvdanﬂle ewist in mend. l

He womted 1 S‘aﬁ Hot ous Senses Show

us Umpey fect Copies, but 7eason 9rasps the

pevfect essence. Hlenw, yatipnaligm begins

with Hhe sejeckion of Sense—data ab
the Foundatrom of Certaimyy.

2. Knouledge vs. Opinion (Episteme Vs. Dora):
Platp makes a.  Sharp distmciton between

e e

two lemels of cognition:
i Opimiom CDoxa): It 15 based ™

_______“ Sense P%Cap‘hm, eﬁ I-F one Pe'rso'n

—

Qpple Sweet , anptres, MaY  Fnd i Sour O

the W%mﬂé aftor  Ermetrwre. |
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i Krooedae (Epiotome): Based "
Teasom. |t is objgu{mg,wmsm, ancl étemal .
°d 2+2<4. Its same oy eveyone
andl Will mevet, Change. Plato, by g‘iaynq .
Thete, arques that Kmowledge can menek,
Come From Senses becawse they dewive ws,
@"‘{1 Tathonal thougnts gives Stable,
Universal  uths . i - t |

-

| 3. Anammesis : [nnate Knowledge and

Recolle ckion: | !

Plato beliened that Soul ewsted belore

borvth 1 the 7ealm of Forms, where It

had, access to all tue Knowledge . When

born 0 Hhe physical body, the Soul Forgels

Fars druth. earmimg 1s Mot gaimimg Enonledpe

but Tecllectmg forgatten qules. e-q In Meno,

Socrates Makes a Slave boy Soe o Qesmelny

problem Wwithout formal educaﬁ‘dh-eshZW.mﬂ”

innate rational Knowledqe. Tt =

4-, Rllegory D—f the Cave .

il

Plato, in depublic, tried. o enplain +

ryakionalisim through A hypothetitaliy S0

Some prisoners ave Chamed: msid¥ a

3
—

walk: Belimd them, objects pass M front
| oF & fe, castmg  Shadows. “the prisonets " i

| See only Shadaffés and. believe them T0. | i

be sveality. One pmsones, escapes,sees the i

gwiéﬂkt, and. 'Tea,uﬁeg that Shadows: were |
mere  ilughations. e dizcovers the tue




T . T T T T
——em e

and tells the O'WIM 'HW‘I Mmight not

believe him, Sma 'l’ﬁe)/ are T‘Tup[)ﬂd

in: Husion,

/\\ 4T o
)
Freed
Y% Prisones
Frre ’ :
| I
By Norld. ef
= Chained vVisible AU\?’J f
&~ Prisoners world aden
Shadows L
\!/ VRuman
Opinions/ Condihon
Hlwstratiors

Ke wanted fo Say that frue Know(edge

Yequives tuaning away from the Senset

ond, Wing Teason 1o ascemd fo higher

Eruth.

CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF PLATO'S

RATIONALISM:
I a Sf'refngn of Plato's Rou‘f onaligm:
BN & owndamn bf Jeste

| Plato's 7atronalism. beca,mt the . Startmg ]
Fgmr For cempunies °f philosophecal

ifnq}MAU Hrs \'emphasis 1o Téason as

wes +em Ratwa.hm

et

witimape path 1o truth dJrectu]

nspme there fom

|'M>J)Wd Descartes (| think, the
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Tatonalism with empiricism. Im this way,

Plato 7S Seem a8 Ve intellectual ancestor

of the Rationalist Paditm.

. Onivessal angl @bjew‘ve Knowledfqe

Platrss ratmomalism enplains how Some Truths

are Mot dependent on cuwurural or histsrival

content but are timeless. For enample,

Mathematical truths ‘2+2=47 or logical

pmciple,em‘a, tiangle has three Sicdes”

vemain wwiveysally valid. Plato's Theory of

Forms provided &ijﬁﬁmﬁbn fEr Suth

eternal and wnivessgl tHuths.

iii. Critigue of Emphricism !

Platy Hightly pointed out +hal Senses:

are often umteliable. We can be decewed

by opﬁmj, illugsions or even dwreams that

appea')s/ weéal but are f’aKL His M(eﬁ"’_"{

g

of Cave is a bailliaut metaphoy For

this Lomitation  of empiritism: prissness

M the (e taKe Shadows ﬁY TeaLty

o dif they Use qeason +o Grasp the buth.

. Ethical Implrca.trm:

Platos wotronalism also has a powekul -

ethical dimension By Qrounding mafaﬁv‘y :

in_ etesmal and o@'ecéi'uc _Form\f, he aworded

the tap o  cwtunal . pretatiosm . T hiam,

Gmﬂup'r!.‘ ua'd-w&#fi,frum WJOOM m?_f _
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ot homan mtoentroms lout_eternal

realitres. Tt Qowve Philosophy & Stromq

moTal Founolabion Qmd Contimues to

influence olebates about vreveysal TIPRCIE:

HAGUES

b. WeaKnesses °f Plato's Ratranausm'_

i. Problem D-f Forms (The °¢ Tpu')"d.l

Man Arqument)

Tne °f e Qqreatest weakness 1o his

Preory of Fooms ifself. |f ewery Sugject

m the physical world has & perfest

form m anoﬂl%")ywm, how dp' these

mteract With the wond] Forrsttte

Criticcged i wsmg the CThigd Man

Fgument? IE o man T8 Cepy of the Form

Mon must Hemselnes 8hue & higher

|

Form 0§ Mow, Leadimgq 10 an infymite

Teqress. T makes Yhe -fheaazcj Mg,%

p'\;ablema.brc-‘ ~

i oo Poshact fry Practleal Life!

Aoto's. Aationalism  Often deals With

ldeas that are to obshaut fo Sohe

practreal problems €9 Knowmq the Form

0f Justre does mot auivmaa\éaIM pmwd[

a Comcrete Solution o Teal-—woyld Fssued

LiKe — poverty , inequatity. His philvsopky

tends - Temain T  the svemim of

MLbaphsis | Tathy than  problem-§olmg
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iii. Clash With Modevn Scienee | - W

P ——

Mo dean Stientifre Proaress s based om

empnical 0bservatiom, enperiment, and.

evidence, Mot dn pure Yeasom abpwe. Discoverres

Tely 07n festmg hpothesrs against Sensory

doto.. While Plato plismizses the Semces U

unveliable, epivicesm  hay actually prover

Mmore. Successfui 7 exp[ac%mq dmd

aanmumq the Modun Warld. ",

iy, @Wadwy %qocmaw in The

ﬂeavy ﬂ/{ Recollewz_m:

Pliato Claums that we pb;&e,s.s‘ innate

Kmowledqe While We Tecollect from a

p'rev‘oué emstence i3 wnveriljaple. Chere T3

Mo empivical evidence for e pre-emiskns

fuths. The Arquiment becomes cradar:

Plate assumes™ innace Knowfed-qe enists

and.mobwu(wmmmq as pm{r‘c.

vecolletom

Plotots yationatism was ’rewluima»-,

but it -FaL% SeTious ahaﬂengeg When

Compared  with emP:Tasm Mct Moderm

Sae'nce.s

MODERN ReLBVANCE OF PLaTo'S

RATIONALISM :

1) Mathematre and . Loqrc‘

//////”’“

SHll Su-ppa# Plato's rationalism Srwe _

J
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11wse olo wﬂ Held on 8ensory da,ta F'07

ch, Pyth
y 8 eﬂ.f_'eﬂe'nce

aqoream Theorem T3 WW'M{?H

e ———

aﬁcqpﬂed and mo sensory

Con drsp'mwa It.

——
1

n Firt:{a aal Inte llfaence

Ratonauét Tdeas Teappear I dwm;

abouii “whethy, Knowledgc cany bE

Eﬂ'm'mm&d aathey thay deaned /hg

From ewnpertences For mstance, Symbole

AT Cpro 3mm'mm fmadunea wn‘fy ,Lo34

(wdebj— ';'esemble latv's TaLoNalism,

assmxm& Knowledﬂe Con be¢ [M!fgmﬁru_

E-Hucs a«nd Louy : f

Nai:wval, [aw 'i’fqeory(ﬁg hummq Wu are

wnings sl ) P lecks Platonic ’fa,tfof{qa,brfm

UN Demawmn ’? Human L, 19us-

| based on: 'f'he 1dea that ’ffﬁhﬁ 671.13-!'

l'YLheTGMlYCFDfMS OTf R:gm:.s)) hob bECMde

qovenmit Gramts them.

iv. @o'rwfrast with Post'mod.e_frﬂ)'m

i

——

“Coday, Knowled.ge‘rs— —S’em as Soda
(co-ns’rm cted but Plato's ’m-twﬂaMm pmm@

|

o Comnterpomt obef nmivessal

r truth. e. Poshnadumsts Like FaucM

a.waue that buwth and Knowlcdae are
Sou

Platp ~Challenges this by msistng om

onshucted, m},rmﬂ acr0ss L

e

wmmm.l. uws (€9 mathematieal Ml ) J
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CONCLUSION:

Plow's wationalism Laid the foundation

for the betief that true Knowledge arises

From Yeason Tathey thanm Sensaayvpemphms.

Mz Oreory of Forms and Doctrine  “F

Rewlleckion  provided  philosophy with 4

FrameworlK for tmiverSal and eternal

truths, influenting The entre vatlomnaksr

tditron ?mm Descodts 1o Kowt. At the

same ML, s coleas Face Serious

ChaUEﬂﬁ& the abshactness oiC Forms , the

p'mctrwu dr(ﬁw,bm af Applymq  them, ound

-ﬂw vrZe ff modoam Science /?ramdd rm

ompnital observattom. Vet, p[a,tu‘s Tutionadism

Tetouins Tetemnce i oomains Sueh o)

mathematies, Logic, AT, owad eftics . Thus,

Twhile Plato's _rasisnalism ey mot

provide ail the amswedt, it Temains A

------

powa«hui imtellectual Leqzwf that Contmues

tv Shape olehates About the natuwe 0?

‘CI’IDWI-E,dﬁe truth, and moralify.




