EXERCISES FOR PRACTICE

1

Egypt has no forests. Rain is almost unknown. A poor country, one would think, but Mothef\
Nature is resourceful and “imports” rain to fertilize the soil. Her method is simple.

At the sources of the Nile in Africa’s high plateaux the rainy season is from June to September.
Torrents of tropical rain descend, often accompanied by tremendous storms and tornadoes. The forests |
are then smitten as if by some gigantic hand and the green treetops heave as wildly as the waves ina |
hurricane. A colossal volume of water falls from the clouds. For thousands of years the resulting flood |
waters have brought down masses of mud which have gradually formed the Egyptian valleys and |
produced fertile land.

In the development of Egypt1an culture the Nile has always played the part of schoolmaster. The
necessity of regulating the Nile flow made a knowledge of surveying essential. The ancient Egyptians
~ calculated the arrival of the inundations by observing the stars, and the Nile may thus have initiated
them into the study of astronomy. We know that they observed Sirius, a fixed star which is only ten
light years away from us. Its rising on the 19th July was the Egyptian New Year.

The first calendar thereby came into existence.
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Questions

. Why is it not true that Man is responsible for bringing water to Egypt?
- What makes the green treetops heave like waves in a great storm?
How did the fertile Egyptian valleys come into existence?
- State two ways in which the Nile “played the part of s'choolmaster”.
~ What part did the star Sirius play in the making of the first calendar?
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