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particularism, recognizing that national identity must be tempered by justice and cquality. By
prc ing inclusive citizenshi Al-Ghazali offers an antidote t© exclusivist nationalist ideologies. By
exploring the intersections between nationalism and humanism, Bhabha's work also encourages us to
think critically about how national identities are constructed and imagine new forms of _global
citizenship prioritizing shared humanity over nar ional interests. However, the rise of
nationalism has often led to a narrowing of .
universal values, resulting in a stringent and macho form of patriotism that stifles dissent and
creativity. Like a chameleon, pationalism can adapt and change, © i
patriotism and xenophobia. Altogether, nationalism is not a bane, its mixed benefits over the last
century have been a double-edged sword, yielding a staggering array of positive and negative
consequences, On one hand, nations have become increasingly aware of the need to align themselves
with pluralism and egalitarian schemes. However, the desire to dominate, as exemplified by the
German geographer Friedrich Ratzel's idea of organic borders, continues to have a silent appeal, often
manifesting in bizarre and violent forms, such as the recent bloodshed in Palestine and the earlier
Bosnian massacre. This scary trail is long and hard to absorb, especially when democracy itself has
been exposed as a mere fagade, leaving many (© blurt out frustrations and disillusionments. As the
philosopher Allama Igbal aptly put it in his famous poem, "The Devil's Parliament,” democracy is
merely the outer crust, while the essence is imperialist. Iqbal's words ring true, warning us against the
uncritical subservience and adoration of nationalism, which can lead to historical myopia,
strengthening dictatorial hegemony and incarcerating the human spirit within the narrow confines of
love for the !and. Perhaps _dcmocrf\cy is the safest carrier of the seed of nationalism, transporting it
under the guise of economic equality. Still, weaker nations face the political bravado of the powerful
Jeaving the meager nations to be content with mere paeans of love for border and territorial integrity.
Imperialism planted the apbryo of nationalism, abandoning the wretched children of the earth to fend
for themselves, left to navigate the treacherous waters of self-determination. The power of nationalism
is a potent form of Volksgeist - a term coined by Johann Gottfried Herder to describe a nation's unique
spirit or character - that can be both unifying md. divi§i\'e, depending on how it is wielded. In this
context, a more frugal and nuanced approach 1o nationalism is needed, one that balances national pride
with a commitment to universal values and human rights.
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