Q.3.

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow. Use your own language. (20)

In the height of the Enlightenment, men influenced by the new political theories of the era launched
two of the largest revolutions in history. These two conflicts, on two separate continents, were both
initially successful in forming new forms of government. And yet, the two conflicts, though merely a
decade apart, had radically different conclusions. How do two wars inspired by more or less the same
ideals end up so completely different? Why was the American Revolution largely a success and the
French Revolution largely a failure?

Historians have pointed to myriad reasons—far too various to be listed here. However, the most
frequently cited are worth mentioning. For one, the American Revolution was far removed from the
Old World; that is, since it was on a different continent, other European nations did not attempt to
interfere with it. However, in the French Revolution, there were immediate cries for war from
neighboring nations. Early on, for instance, the ousted king attempted to flee to neighboring Austria
and the army waiting there. The newly formed French Republic also warred with Belgium, and a
conflict with Britain loomed. Thus, the French had the burden not only of winning a revolution but
also defending it from outside. The Americans simply had to win a revolution.
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Secondly, the American Revolution seemed to have a better chance for success from the get-go, due to
the fact that Americans already saw themselves as something other than British subjects. Thus, there
was already a uniquely American character, so, there was not as loud a cry to preserve the British way
of life. In France, several thousands of people still supported the king, largely because the king was
seen as an essential part of French life. And when the king was first ousted and then killed, some
believed that character itself was corrupted. Remember, the Americans did not oust a king or kill
him—they merely separated from him.

Finally, there is a general agreement that the French were not as unified as the Americans, who, for the
most part, put aside their political differences until after they had already formed a new nation. The
French, despite their Tennis Court Oath, could not do so. Infighting led to inner turmoil, civil war, and
eventually the Reign of Terror, in which political dissidents were executed in large numbers.
Additionally, the French people themselves were not unified. The nation had so much stratification
that 1t was impossible to unite all of them—the workers, the peasants, the middle-class, the nobles, the
clergy—into one cause. And the attempts to do so under a new religion, the Divine Cult of Reason,
certainly did not help. The Americans, remember, never attempted to change the society at large;
rather, they merely attempted to change the government.

(1) Why and how did the Reign of Terror happen?

(2) In what ways does the author suggest that the American Revolution was easier to
complete than the French Revolution?
(3) Of the challenges mentioned facing the French revolutionaries, which do you think had

the greatest impact on their inability to complete a successful revolution? Why?
4) Of the strengths mentioned aiding the American revolutionaries, which do you think had
the greatest impact on their ability to complete a successful revolution? Why?

Write a comprehensive note (250 — 300 words) on any ONE of the following: (20)
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Q.3. Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow. Use your own language. (20)

The civilization of China - as every one knows, is based upon the teaching of Confucius who flourished five
hundred years before Christ. Like the Greeks and Romans, he did not think of human society as naturally progressive;
on the contrary, he believed that in remote antiquity rulers had been wise and the people had been happy to a degree
which the degenerate present could admire but hardly achieve. This, of course, was a delusion. But the practical result
was the Confucius, like other teachers of antiquity, aimed at creating a stable society, maintaining a certain level of
excellence, but not always striving after new successes. In this he was more successful than any other man who ever
lived. His personality has been stamped on Chinese Civilization from his day to our own. During his life time, the
Chinese occupied only a small part of present day China, and were divided into a number of warring states. During the
next three hundred years they established themselves throughout what is now China proper, and founded an empire
exceeding in territory and population any other that existed until the last fifty years. In spite of barbarian invasions, and
occasional longer or shorter periods of Chaos and Civil War, the Confucian system survived bringing with it art and
literature and a civilised way of life. A system which has had this extra ordinary power of survival must have great
merits, and certainly deserves our respect and consideration. It is not a religion, as we understand the word, because it
is not associated with the super natural or with mystical beliefs. It is purely ethical system, but its ethics, unlike those of
Christianity, are not too exalted for ordinary men to practise. In essence what Confucius teaches is something is very
like the old-fashioned ideal of a ‘gentleman’ as it existed in the eighteenth century. One of his sayings will illustrate

this: ‘The true gentleman is never contentious......... he courteously salutes his opponents before taking up his

position,........ so that even when competing he remains a true gentleman’.

Questions:
(1) Why do you think the author calls Confucius’ belief about the progress of human society as a delusion? (04)
(2) How did Confucius’ thought affect China to develop into a stable and ‘Proper’ China? (04)
(3) Why does the author think that Confucian system deserves respect and admiration? 04)
(4) Why does the author call Confucian system a purely ethical system and not a religion? (04)
(5) Briefly argue whether you agree or disagree to Confucius’ ideal of a gentleman. (04)
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mopportune. 1he socialist calculation 1S probably erroneous; Ior experience has shown that 1t 1s aspiration, not
desperation, that makes revolutions.

Q.3. Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow. Use your own language. (5x4 = 20)

Human Beings feel afraid of death just as children feel afraid of darkness; and just as children’s fear of
darkness 1s increased by the stories which they have heard about ghosts and thieves, human beings’ fear of
death is increased by the stories which they have heard about the agony of the dying man. If a human being
regards death as a kind of punishment for the sins he has committed and if he looks upon death as a means of
making an entry into another world, he is certainly taking a religious and sacred view of death. But if a human
being looks upon death as a law of nature and then feels afraid of it, his attitude is one of cowardice.
However, even in religious meditation about death there is something a mixture of folly and superstition.
Monks have written books in which they have described the painful experience which they underwent by
inflicting physical tortures upon themselves as a form of self-purification. Such books may lead one to think
that, if the pain of even a finger being squeezed or pressed is unbearable, the pains of death must be
indescribably agonizing. Such books thus increase a Man’s fear of death.
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ENGLISH (Précis & Composition)

Seneca, a Roman Philosopher, expressed the view that the circumstances and ceremonies of death
frighten people more than death itself would do. A dying man is heard uttering groans; his body is seen
undergoing convulsions; his face appears to be absolutely bloodless and pale; at his death his friends begin to
weep and his relations put on mourning clothes; various rituals are performed. All these facts make death
appear more horrible than it would be otherwise.

Questions:
(1) What is the difference between human beings’ fear of death and children’s fear of darkness?
(2) What s a religious and sacred view of death?
(3) What are the painful experiences described by the Monks in their books?
(4) What are the views of Seneca about death?
(5) What are the facts that make death appear more horrible than it would be otherwise?

0.4. Write a comprehensive note (250 — 300 words) on anv ONE of the following: (20)
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Q.3. Read the following passage and answers the questions that follow. (20)

And still it moves. The words of Galileo, murmured when the tortures of the Inquisition had driven
him to recant the Truth he knew, apply in a new way to our world today. Sometimes, in the knowledge of all
that has been discovered, all that has been done to make life on the planet happier and more worthy, we may
be tempted to settle down to enjoy our heritage. That would, indeed, be the betrayal of our trust.

These men and women of the past have given everything --- comfort, time, treasure, peace of mind
and body, life itself --- that we might live as we do. The challenge to each one of us is to carry on their work
for the sake of future generations.

The adventurous human mind must not falter. Still must we question the old truths and work for the
new ones. Still must we risk scorn, cynicism, neglect, loneliness, poverty, persecution, if need be. We must
shut our ears to the easy voice which tells us that ‘human nature will never alter’ as an excuse for doing
nothing to make life more worthy.

Thus will the course of the history of mankind go onward, and the world we know move into a new
splendour for those who are yet to be.
Questions:

(1)  What made Galileo recant the Truth he knew?

(1)  What is the heritage being alluded to in the first paragraph?

(111) What does the ‘betrayal of our trust’ imply?

(iv) Why do we need to question the old truths and work for the new ones?

(v) Explain the words or expressions as highlighted/underlined in the passage.

04. Write a comnrehensive note (250 — 300 words) on anv ONE of the followine: (20)




H- ——(6)«1)——

bl
g Nmt madc Cla,wCo Aem T
- \\&uﬂ/\, hc hmw

Re Galileo <econnt
,,,’ hawch Me tug, he b/)ecu due fo

¢ hash Mvegh
/JD abom. He Lnovnced bis

betiep wvdes the pressuee 'M'Leﬁﬁ;’~

m was posced o “Lamt the tyuth he kvew.

7

; |

2| phat is The haif@jc bu:’?_‘lé alluded o én tihe ﬁo(s(’
¢

DM%“PW

fe pust pcuaqx.cth &ty fess_pagt

oluwvwa and UV)VZY)UO’VK as Hoe heufaqe

Pe discoveces tina gave L'VKL,thtS into humf?m

,upe and.  amadle cé plcasomt ovid  WNorth (L

l
N(';e (Mentions tat mede upe exheme(t/

;“;j"o"ft“blé il these axe bumc; ,cepe,u&,: as

e
j&g«z\ of humanity,

-

S

Nt clos . betsmyal of our Teust” inply?

[

i

MM that huma'm moust  mot Qeﬁli




'. ﬂly:-:____—”"“’;’;// ’ rNvenlicy 7!
s Lo
dow" it tha ot vy 0Ue

Why do we P guestion the old Uuﬂq o
U v

wolk fov e mew gnes?
U
e meed to gquuesbon the old trals omd

—

vk poy the mew ome becase Ehis ¢
j

—

the way theough which hvmoms  conn
[ Jd

- —

ovpome the ghovtlomivegs op past
a1

amd  npyK towards a beflex futuce -

5 0
his_allows hymans 10 werk consistently
J

for the fdue Gemeabions- s proces

allow ¢ l[’o"r MM guation yond g

| EN0UUY humams 10 Lefect autcated PP

-



) p— D

\

\

\

.

e, b & mec .
2 , P_avoid  dtagn, TR
}mﬁ@:gt&ﬂ« At agne -
5\%
l fF —
ml 4 w‘yd} [ ;r?ﬂum Just gice e meanings
gy
’ ! “flié{m thece & Need to ommect them wilt
the Contedt itYomgzgy |

A HlE cepeis to s h

T\WM &g V&t}?ﬁk?bv
\J

that OP ten Muofees  tortuse

1. Fe Plamet

A

R e L’"% (e phce whe
y

hvmams  (ive. ;

%,IPe h&zu&m(é{ body that ovbit acovrd

the Star ( Like Gne (um) , end s cleared ck

Ot o othe. ddbeis s called o pamet-
|

3. fuitey

—_—

~

~ et Al

ﬂ%@ who awt )’tt €o be

% b heitate 0 acion | oy wealen lue .
I J
1 c,mrcum
%, Wssipacst Liews about Sorre ovie 61 Sovnelh n

an al¢o “F"" N ittt and §(q)hum’n

M‘L{zﬁm@*ﬂfﬁ%‘“”

am bioms -
E\Mmz g s




