€552025

Harmi K. Brabha, aprominent postcolonial scholor, advances a profoundly philosophical yet grounded
concopt of nationalism, positing that *Nations. liko narratives, lose their orlging in the myths oftime
and only fully encounter thelr horlzona in tha mind's eye,” thereby rughlighting thie complas intorplay
between the imagined. tha mythical, ard tha material in the construction of national idantity
Mations, bke natratives, are constructad through histancal contingency, shaped by ethric
obsess:ons and regional affiliations that often obscure their ongens. As a result, nationnl identities

| can become figid and exclusionary, antagonizing tha notion of humanism envisionad by ancient
philasephers lke Socrates and Plato, This idea has implications for our understanding of humanism, a

| carnaratona of intellectual traditions from Goethe and Rousseau's emphasis on tha unlversal human
experience to Al-Ghazali and Ibn Rushd's advocacy for reason and compassion a8 bridgog between

|' cultures Al-Ghazal's "The Alchemy of Happiness™ strikes a balance between promating locel identity
and warning agamnst provincial, insular nationalism, making him a votary of cultural exchange and
undarstanding He advocates for nn evenhandod approach, balancing love for on's land with justice
far all citizens. In "The Revival of Religious Sclences,” Al-Ghazall emphasizes balancing universalism
and particularism, recognizing that national identity must be tempered by justice and equality, By
premoting inclusive citizensnip, Al-Ghazell offers an antidote to exclusivist nationalist ideologies. By
exploring the ntersect:ons betweoen nationalism and humanism, Bhabha's work also encourages us
to think critically about how national identitios are constructed and imaging new forms of global
citizanship prionitizing shared humManity cver narow national interests. However, tha rise of
nationalism nas often led to a narrowing of perspactives, prionlzng regional affillations over

wniversal values, resulting in a stringent and macho form of patriotism that stiftos dissent and
creativity Like a chameleon, nationaliam can adapt and change, often blurning thi linos botween
patriotism and xenophobia. Altogether, nationalism is not a bane, its mixed benefits over the last
century have been b double-edged sword, yielding a staggenng array of positive and negative
consequences. On ona hand, nations have bocome increasingly aware of tho need to align
themaohwes with pluralism and eqalitarian schames. However, the desire o dominato, as exemplifiad
by the German geographer Friedrich Ratzel's idea of organic borders, continues to have a silent
appeal, often manifesting in bizarre and violent forms, such as the recent bloodshad In Palestine and
the oarlier Bosnian massacre, This scary trail s long and hard to absorb, especially whan domocracy
jtaalf has boon exposed as a mero lacade, leaving mamy to blurt out frustrations and dislllusionments
As the philosopber Allama igbal aptly put it in his tamous poem. “The Devils Parllament,” democracy i1s
mioraly the outer crust, while the essence is imperialist igbal's words ning true, warning us against
the uneritical subservienca and adoration of nationalism, wihich can lead to historlcal myopia,
strengthening dictatorinl hegemony and incarcerating the human spirit within tha narrow confinas of
Jowe for the land, Perhaps democracy |3 the safest carrier of the seed of nationalism, transporting it
under the guise of economic equality. Still, weaker nations face the political bravado of the powerful
leaving the meager nations to bo contont with mare pacans of love for border and territorlal intagrity
Imperialism planted tha emiryo of nationalism, abandoning the wretched children of the earth to
fend for themselves, left to navigato the treacherous waters of self-determination, The power of
nationalism s a potent form of Volksgolst = a term coined by Johann Gottfried Herder to describe a
nation's unitue Sorit of character - that can Bo botn unving and civisive. deoending on how it 15

wialded. In this context, a more frugal and nuanced approach tonationalism 13 needad, one that
balances national pride with a commitment to universal values and human rights,
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