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I. Introduction

« Brief overview of the global significance of water.

o Pakistan's growing water crisis: severity and urgency.

o Thesis Statement: The water crisis in Pakistan is a multifaceted issue that demands
collective action; both government and citizens share responsibility in addressing the
crisis through effective policies, conservation practices, and awareness.

I1. Understanding the Water Crisis in Pakistan

e Current situation:
o Per capita water availability decline (from 5,000 m2 in 1947 to <1,000 m3 now).
o Over-dependence on the Indus River System.
o Poor water management and distribution.

e Major contributing factors:

Climate change and reduced rainfall.

Rapid population growth and urbanization.

Agricultural inefficiency (flood irrigation).

Industrial pollution and domestic waste.

Lack of water storage and outdated infrastructure.
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I11. Government’s Role and Responsibilities

e Policy Formulation and Implementation:
o National Water Policy 2018 — progress and limitations.
o Need for enforceable water laws and regulatory mechanisms.
e Infrastructure Development:
o Construction of dams (e.g., Diamer-Bhasha).
o Canal lining and water conservation technologies.
e Wastewater Treatment and Reuse:
o Establishing treatment plants for domestic and industrial effluents.
e Public Awareness Campaigns:
o Government-led awareness and education drives.



e Institutional Reforms:

o Strengthening coordination among federal and provincial water authorities.
e Investment in Research and Technology:

o Promoting water-efficient technologies and smart irrigation systems.

IV. Citizens’ Role and Responsibilities

Water Conservation Practices:
o Responsible domestic water use.
o Rainwater harvesting and reuse of greywater.
o Community Initiatives:
o Participation in local water management.
o Volunteering for awareness and cleanliness drives.
Accountability and Advocacy:
o Holding officials accountable for mismanagement.
o Promoting a culture of sustainability.
Behavioral Change and Education:
o Educating younger generations about water conservation.
o Using social media and local forums to spread awareness.

V. Case Studies and International Examples

o Pakistan: Successful examples of local conservation (e.g., community-led water
harvesting in Tharparkar).
e International:
o Israel's water management and recycling practices.
o Singapore’s NEWater initiative and public-private coordination.

V1. Challenges to Collective Responsibility
« Political will and corruption.
e Lack of education and awareness.

« Cultural habits of water wastage.
o Resource constraints and urban-rural divide.

VIl. The Way Forward

e Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM).



e Public-private partnerships for infrastructure development.
o Compulsory water education in school curriculum.

o Strict enforcement of water pollution laws.

e Incentives for water-efficient practices.

VIII. Conclusion

o Reiteration of the gravity of Pakistan’s water crisis.

o Emphasis on shared responsibility: the government must lead with policy and
infrastructure, while citizens must respond with awareness and cooperation.

e Call to action: A united front today can secure Pakistan’s water future for generations.



