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The first ‘es§ernti.al feature -of, civilization is fore- thought. This indeed is what
mairﬂyv dis‘qngxushes men from brutes and adults from children: But fore-
thought being matter of degree we can distinguish more or less civilized nations
and epochs according to the amount of it that they display. And fore-thought is
capable of almost precise measurement. We will not_say.that .the average fore-
thought of a community is inversely proportional to the rate of interest, though
this is & view-which might be upheld. But we can say 'that the degree of fore- .
thought involved in an act is measured by three factors; present pain, future
pleasure and a length of the interval between them. This-is to say-that the fore-
thought is obtained by dividing the present pain by the future pleasure, and then
multiplying by the interval of time between them There is a difference betwérn
individual and collective fore-thought. In certain communities, one man can
endure the present pain while another enjoys the future pleasure. The
characteristic works of industrialism show a high degree of collective. fore-

thought in this sense. For instance those who make railways or ships are doing
something of which the benefit is reaped years later.
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w2 a firm believer in dem

ﬁ;‘jho!c philosophy of Fascczzicgéfc‘;'léetrﬁgs (})lﬁt'(p. " }I;ar iinceg)h};a(l)?' i(:ez;:lgggi
_ ieve,~ he Wrote, “in democratic control. ] £ ML B Eaee < t to elect -
Z=—" < or overseers for his . rol. I think the working man 1s i

g riv revise the el Is immediate circumstances, but for no more. You
e oo, b o e Working man hall dlct superirs o 1
7‘"’", 1l be elected the hiche ately, no more. F}'om the other .classgs, as they
ige, shall DE € _the higher governors. The thing must culminate in one real
sead, 25 every OT' SRR thing must-no foolish republics with no foolish presidents,
qut an gzcted xing, something like Julius Caesar,” He, of a course, in his
mzgination, supposed that when a dictatorship was established he would be the
Jilus (:<’if3~"""91r - 'I;hzs was the part of the dream-like quality of all his thinking. He
cever let himself bump-into reality. He would go into long tirades about how one
st p:oclaxm “the truth” to the multitude, and he seemed to have no doubt that
—titude would listen. Would he put his political philosophy into a book? No in
ur corrupt society the written W01;d is always a lie. Would he go in Hyde Park-
snd proclaim “the Truth” from a soap box? No: That would be far too dangerous-
+dd streaks of prudence emerged in him from time to time). Well, 1 said, what
would you do? At this point he would change the subject Gradually I discovered
that he had no real wish to make the world better, but only to indulge in
doquent Soliloquy about how hard it was. If anybody heard the soliloquies so
much the better, but they were designed at most to produce a little faithful band
of disciples who could sit in the deserts of New Mexico and feel holy. All this was
conveyed to me in the language of a Fascist dictator as what I must preach, the
‘must” having thirteen underlining.” (Lord Russell)
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