
Q1. Write a Précis of the following passage and suggesta suitable title: 35

The Greatest civilizationbefore ourswas the Greek. They, too,lived inadangerous world. They

were a little, highly civilized people,surrounded bybarbarous tribes andalways threatened bythe

greatest Asian power, Persia. Intheendthey succumbed, butthereason theydid was not that the

enemies outside wereso strong, butthattheir spiritual strength had given way. While they had it, they

kept Greece unconquered. Basic to all Greek achievementswas freedom.The Athenians were the

only free people in theworld. Inthe great empiresof antiquity Egypt, Babylon, Assyria, Persia

splendid though theywere, with riches and immense pOwer, freedom was unknown. Theidea of it

was bom in Greece,and with it Greece was abletoprevail againstall the manpower and wealth

arrayed against her. At Marathon and atSalamis overwhelming numbers of Persians weredefeated

by small Greekforces.Itwasprovedtherethatonefreemanwas superior to many submissively

obedient sSubjects ofatyrant.And Athens,wherefreedom was the dearest possession, was the
leader in thoseamazing victories.

Greece rose tothe very height notbecause she was big, she wasvery small, not because she was

rich, she was very poor,noteven because she was wonderfully gifted.So doubtless were others in

the greatempires ofthe ancient world who havegonetheir way leaving little for us. She rose becaUse

there was inthe Greeksthe greatest spirit that moves in humanity, the spirit that sets men free.

02. Read the following passage carefully and answerthe questions given at theend:25
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