
EXEROSE 6

Almost eyery country in the workd beieves that it

has some Special dispensation from Providence, that ig
is of thechosen people, or race and that others, whether
they arc good oTbad, are somewhat inferior creatur
It is extraordinary how this kind of fecling persists in
all nations ofthe East as well ás oI the West without
exception. Thenatrons ofthe East arestrangcly entrenc
hed in theirown ideaSauconVIions and sometimes in
their own scense o SuDeriority about certain matters.
Anyhow, in the course ofthe last two or thrcc hundred
years, thev have received many knocks on1he head and
they have been humillated, they have becn debased and
they have been exploitcd. And so, in spite ofheir
feeling that tlhcy were Superior in nany ways, they were
forced 1o admit that they could be knocked about and
Cxploitcu. 1o some extent 1his brought a sense of
rcalisn to them. Therc was also an attempt to escape
Irom rcality by saying that it was sad that we werc not

so adyanccd in matcrial or technical things but that

these were after all supcrficial. Neverthcless we were

superior in essential things, in spiritual things, in moral
values. I have no doubtthat spiriAings.andmoral
values arc ultimately moreimportant than other things

but thc way onc finds cscape in (hethought that onc is



spiritually supcrior simply because one is interior in

material and physical scnse, is surprising. It does not

follow by anymeans. It is an cscape rom facing upthe
causes 0 oiesdcgradation.
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