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No.7  Muake a précis of the following passage and \llm!"s‘ & suitable title. (20 Marks)
Benedict Anderson's definition ofvnationnlism_as an '"hluucd politcal community” resonates with
Muhammad Iqbal's vision of g-unified and vibrant nationa| ldcnm). Igbal’s nationalisin was a dynamic
and inclusive force, like an electrician hamessing diverse energies 1o power a single, cohesive whole. He
believed that [slam was not only a religion but also @ dypamic and inclusive worldview that could
accommodate diverse cultures and traditions, much like & master electrician integrates various wires to
create a harmonious ciremt. Igbal's nationalism wis deeply rooted in his [sLamic faith, but also engnged

- - -

with modern Westem ideas, reflecting the uupm«.ull\ enriching dislogue hetween different intellectral
traditions. He arcucd that Mushims needed to transcend thetr sectarian and regional differences and come
together as a single, lmnm;,uwmn pnation, much ke a skilled electrician merges disparate wires mto a
single, functioning umt This was a call to gomdre lox denx bonry bridging the waps between ditferent
communitics and_creating a uniticd whole Igbal was heavily influenced by Western thinkers such as
Friedrich Nigtzsche, Henri Berpson, and Oswald Spesitler, whove ideas on individualism, creativity, and
cultural evolution he incorporated into his nationalist ||“ﬂlght. s synthests of Istamic values and modern
principles of «ell-determination and democracy ).:Wcl‘l l's nationalisid # unique vibrancy, like a spark of
clectricity illuminating the path to progress. Howevers Igbal was critical of Hindu nationalism, which he
saw as exclusivist and oppressivé, like a mordant uud}mmdnw the fabric of society. He argued thut
Hindu nationalism was Iv.w. d on a narrow and sectanton definition of Indian identity, which marginalized
Muslim and other mmority communities, making r them feel like mallcable, expendable components in a
larger machine. In contrast, Iqbal s nationglism was inclusive and pluralistic, recognizing the diversity of
Indian cultures and traditions. He believed that expediency and pragmatism should not ot guide nationalist
movements, but rather a commitment to justice, equality, and the well- beiniz of all citizens. By embracing
this vision, Igbal's nutionalism continues to inspire and illuminate the path to a more harmonious and

vibrant national community, where Z'unicn fair L force 1s the guiding principle.
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