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Q. 2 Make a précis of the following passige and suggest a suitable fitle. (15+5=20)
Inevery-epoch, cmh/dtlom have adorned themselves with the vencer of progress, yet beneath the dazzling
exterior, an insidious corrosion, spredds unseen. The n modern temper, intoxicated with speed, invention, and the feverish
multiplication of desires, has cultivated 4 hndscape where the g grandcur of acquisition eclipses 1l the subtler music of
conscience: Palaces of glass and steel rise, fwes;;ue_cnnjurcd in markets that never sleep, and the human creature,
dazzled by abundancé, sca:cdy notices the invisible impoverishment that accompanies such pl&,my/lt 1s precisely in the
@_ua‘bo( this brilTiant tumult.that'the g gravest reversal has taken place: the scales of value, once weighed in character and
honour, have been recalibrated to favour the clang of coin over the calm of virtue, T he sanctuary of the home, the tribunal
of learming, the very pulpns that should have stood’ ‘s custodians of" hthu impulses, now stand unnpmnuxv.d bartering
their dignity for'the gleam of material dd\dmagc/ln hodldloum\ m/amgcm are no longer measured by fuirness but by
profit: in the corridors of power., policy bows before thé idel of wealth: in human dealings. affection itself1s ofien
appraised by the currency ofbeneﬁl The lyranmes born of this inversion are manifold: the fracture of trust between
neighbour and neighbour, the degradatlon of institutions once built to ennoble, and the pitiable spcctacle of intellect bent
not to enlightenment but to schemes otf'avaricg. What were once the slow, luminous labours of a conscience striving for
balanCc,-—honesty forbearance, and humility—are now dismissed as quaint relics, replaced by an unbridled appetite to
possess. The new ccntuw with all its mechanisms and magnifications, has taught man to reach outwar d and g grasp, but not
to look inward and judge. In such an 'umosphene weallh becomes the only oracle, and character a §ilent begpag at its door.
The paradox of this glitiering achicvement | is that it leaves the spirit famished; comfortexpands. yet contentment
contracts, Unless.a |ccfxmdllon of moral’ scns1b|!|t) interrupts this ccascless covetousness, the splendour of our progress
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