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Comprehension Passage (20 Marks)
Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.

Life, in its vast and unpredictable journey, offers moments that oscillate between joy and
sorrow, festivity and grief. Among these, two social occasions, funerals and weddings stand
as contrasting ceremonies that reveal much about the human condition. Both are communal
gatherings, yet they symbolize the two extreme thresholds of existence: the entry into a new
chapter of life through marriage, and the departure from this world through death. The way
these events are conducted illustrates not only religious obligations but also cultural
traditions, emotional values, and the philosophy of human interaction.

A wedding, in most societies, is celebrated with openness and grandeur. It is encouraged in
Islam, for instance, that marriage be announced publicly, so that it becomes a recognized and
blessed bond within the community. The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)
emphasized the idea of public declaration by permitting simple musical instruments and
encouraging lawful joy. This shows that weddings are not merely personal unions but
communal acknowledgments of responsibility and family extension. In addition, weddings
often become moments of collective happiness where generosity, hospitality, and convivial
behavior dominate. They mark not just the union of two individuals but also the unification of
families and, at times, entire communities.

In contrast, a funeral carries an entirely different tone. While weddings invite laughter, sound,
and festivity, funerals invite silence, reflection, and humility. The Prophet (peace be upon
him) instructed that when following a funeral procession, one must not raise the voice
unnecessarily, for the occasion demands solemnity. Funerals, therefore, serve as spiritual
reminders of the ephemeral nature of worldly life. They remind people that no matter how
exalted one’s position, wealth, or influence may be, mortality is inevitable. Hence, a funeral
becomes a moment of introspection, compelling the living to examine the course of their
lives and the certainty of their own end.

The psychological impact of these occasions is also striking. Weddings often stimulate
optimism, ambition, and forward-looking attitudes. They inspire people to think about
building, creating, and contributing to the future. Funerals, on the other hand, awaken a sense
of transience and the futility of excessive attachment to material possessions. This duality of
experience, celebrating life’s beginnings and contemplating life’s ends, establishes a
necessary balance. If life were filled only with weddings, people might indulge endlessly in
pleasure and forget the seriousness of accountability. If life were filled only with funerals,
despair and melancholy would cripple human initiative. Together, however, these events
serve as profound reminders of what it means to be human: to rejoice responsibly and to
mourn reflectively.

Interestingly, in both occasions, the community plays a central role. A wedding without
guests appears incomplete, just as a funeral without mourners feels stark and lonely. These
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gatherings reinforce the truth that human beings are inherently social creatures who seek
support, affirmation, and companionship. Whether in moments of jubilation or in moments of
grief, people instinctively turn toward collective presence. This aspect highlights the value of
empathy and solidarity, virtues that sustain societies through time.

Ultimately, funerals and weddings are not just events but paradigms of human existence.
They remind us that life is an ever-shifting journey between gain and loss, hope and despair,
attachment and detachment. One teaches us to embrace beginnings with joy and
responsibility, while the other teaches us to confront endings with courage and acceptance. In
holding both, human beings discover the rhythm of existence and the equilibrium that makes
life meaningful.

Questions (20 Marks)

Q1. According to the passage, what role does a wedding play in the community? (3 Marks)
Q2. How does a funeral serve as a reminder for the living? (3 Marks)

Q3. What psychological effects do weddings and funerals have? (3 Marks)

Q4. Write the meanings of the underlined words. (5 Marks)

Q5. Suggest a suitable title for the passage. (2 Marks)

Q6. Why are both funerals and weddings necessary for human society? (4 Marks)
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