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________________________________________
Common Mistakes in CSS English Essays
•	Misunderstanding or ignoring the essay topic
Candidates often misinterpret the topic, fail to address its full nuances, or treat keywords like “and” vs. “or” inaccurately
•	Weak planning and structure
Many essays lack clear outlines, coherent organization, or proper introductory (with thesis) and concluding sections 
•	Lack of critical thinking and originality
Essays are frequently shallow and rely on rote or memorized content rather than showing analysis, insight, or creative viewpoints
•	Poor coherence and paragraphing
Writers often produce isolated sentences without flow, logical transitions, or thoughtful paragraphing 
•	Grammatical, lexical, and mechanical errors
Errors in spelling, punctuation, subject–verb agreement, capitalization, tense, wordiness, double negatives, run-on sentences, etc., are rampant 
•	Overuse or misplacement of quotations
Quotations are sometimes used excessively or without context, disrupting the narrative voice and originality 
•	Deviating from the topic (digressions)
Essays often wander off-topic, including irrelevant or peripheral content 
•	Neglect of introduction and conclusion
Skimped intros or weak conclusions hurt the overall effectiveness and cohesion of the essay 
•	Inadequate evidence or argument support
Arguments that lack facts, examples, or logical support are less convincing 
________________________________________
Suggestions & Recommendations for Improvement
•	Understand the question thoroughly
Analyze instructions and keywords carefully. Identify exactly what's being asked before writing.
•	Plan your essay with an outline
Spend 10–20 minutes sketching a structure: introduction (thesis), body points, supporting evidence, conclusion.
•	Craft a clear thesis in the introduction
Summarize your main argument or stance in a lucid, specific sentence to guide your essay.
•	Ensure coherent structure and flow
Write in structured paragraphs, each with a topic sentence, development, and smooth transitions. Keep the narrative connected.
•	Demonstrate critical thinking and originality
Avoid repeating clichés. Use analysis, explore opposing views, weave in personal insight, or highlight less obvious angles.
•	Use evidence to substantiate arguments
Include facts, statistics, expert opinions, or real-world examples to back up your points and add credibility.
•	Maintain relevance and focus
Stay tightly aligned with the topic, avoiding digressions. Each paragraph should contribute toward your thesis.
•	Write clearly and concisely
Use precise vocabulary, vary sentence structure, and avoid unnecessary complexity or jargon.
•	Minimize grammatical and mechanical errors
Practice with trusted grammar books (e.g., Oxford Practice Grammar, English Grammar in Use) and revise carefully 
•	Use quotations sparingly and effectively
Only quote when it adds value. Integrate quotes naturally and explain their relevance.
•	Pay attention to the introduction and conclusion
Open with clarity and close with conviction—restate your thesis and leave a memorable finish.
•	Evaluate and revise your draft
After writing, self-assess for clarity, coherence, grammar, and logic. Strong essays often grow through editing 
•	Practice under timed conditions
Simulate exam scenarios—plan, write, and revise within allotted time to build efficiency and confidence.
•	Read widely and stay updated
Exposure to various topics through newspapers, journals, and essays helps broaden perspectives and enrich content
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•	 expert opinions, or real-world examples to back up your points and add credibility.
•	Maintain relevance and focus
Stay tightly aligned with the topic, avoiding digressions. Each paragraph should contribute toward your thesis.
•	Write clearly and concisely
Use precise vocabulary, vary sentence structure, and avoid unnecessary complexity or jargon.
•	Minimize grammatical and mechanical errors
Practice with trusted grammar books (e.g., Oxford Practice Grammar, English Grammar in Use) and revise carefully 
•	Use quotations sparingly and effectively
Only quote when it adds value. Integrate quotes naturally and explain their relevance.
•	Pay attention to the introduction and conclusion
Open with clarity and close with conviction—restate your thesis and leave a memorable finish.
•	Evaluate and revise your draft
After writing, self-assess for clarity, coherence, grammar, and logic. Strong essays often grow through editing 
•	Practice under timed conditions
Simulate exam scenarios—plan, write, and revise within allotted time to build efficiency and confidence.
•	Read widely and stay updated
Exposure to various topics through newspapers, journals, and essays helps broaden perspectives and enrich content




