Passage for Précis Practice

In many highland communities of the/Patagonian Andés; the 2 . Cyce
s*somal"hnemfc"bymmﬁ‘a'monﬁp From late spring through mldsummer
familics drive their herds up to alpine pastures, where vegetative richness peaks. There,
herders establish temporary camps—built of native stone slabs and low timber frames—
that serve both as seasonal dwellings and as loci for ceremonial gatherings. Elders preside
over daily allocation of grazing plots, adjudicating disputes with reference to longstanding
oral codes rather than written statutes. Women harvest wild tubers and medicinal herbs
along the valley margins, exchanging them for llama wool spun by specialists who live in
the lowlands.

By autumn, when temperatures begin their precipitous drop, the herds descend to riverine
terraces. At this time, community assemblies convene to redistribute woollen goods,
recalibrate debt obligations incurred during the highland sojourn, and negotiate marriage
alliances for the coming year. These gatherings blend pragmatic concerns—with elders
tallying herd counts, rations, and labor shares—with ritual performances that reaffirm
collective identity. Songs invoking mountain deities alternate with public readings of clan

genealogies, ensuring that every participant understands both their economic place and their
mythic lineage.

Despite increasing influence from state authorities—who introduce veterinary vaccination
campaigns and enforce grazing permits—the core llama-cycle rituals persist. Herders adapt
by incorporating official livestock certificates into their customary transactions, yet they
continue to regard the elder-mediated codes as supreme. In this way, Patagonian Andean
societies demonstrate how localized norms can absorb external regulations without
relinquishing the symbolic structures that sustain communal life.

Your Task

1. Write a précis of the above passage in 120-140 words, rendering it in third person, past tense,
and without naming the original source or author.
2. Propose a title that accurately captures the essence of the passage. Best of luck tackling this one!
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