| PRECIS EXERCISE 2 |

Make a précis of the following passage and suggest a suitable title.

The attention we give to terrorism often seems disproportionate to its real importance.
Terrorism incidents make superb copy for journalists, but kill and maim fewer people
than road accidents. Nor is terrorism politically effective. Empires rise and fall
according to the real determinants of politics— namely overwhelming force or strong
popular support—not according to a bit of mayhem caused by isolated fanatics whom
one would take seriously enough to vote for it. Indeed, the very variety of incidents
that might be described as “terrorism” has been such as to lead critics to suggest that
no single subject for investigation exists at all. Might we not regard terrorism as a kind
of minor blotch on the skin of an industrial civilization whose very heart is filled with
violent dreams and aspirations. Who would call in the dermatologist when the heart
itself is sick. | e
[But popular opinion takes terrorism very seriously indeed and popular opinion is
probably right. For the significance of terrorism lies not only in the grotesque nastiness
of terroristic outrages but also in the moral claims they imply. Terrorism is the most
dramatic exemplification of the moral fault of blind willfulness. Terrorism is a solipsistic
denial of the obligation of self-control we all must recognize when we live in civilized
coffimunities) — 5 |
Certainly, the sovereign high road to misuhderstanding terrorism is the pseudo-
scientific project of attempting to discover its causes. Terorists themselves talk of the
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;rus'tratnons which have supposedly necessutated the|r actions but to transform these
acile Justlﬁcatlons into smentnﬂc hypotheses is to succumb to the terronsts own

neceSSIty are baseless. Other people hvmg in the same s|tuanon see no such
necessity at all. Hence there are no “causes” of terrorism; only decision to mze It
is a moral phenomenon and only a moral discussion can be adequate to it.(CSS 1980)
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Indent the paragraph.

politically 

are

does not 

arises 

Mistakes identified. Tense needs improvement.


Q.2:

PRECIS EXERCISE 3

Make a precis of the following passage and suggest a suitable titlie.

"I was a firm believer in democracy, whereas he (D.H. Lawrence) had developed the
whole philosophy of Fascism before the politicians had thought of it. “I don’t believe”
ne wrote. “in democratic control. | think the working man is fit to elect governors or
overseers for his immediate circumstances, but for no more. You must utterly revise
the electorate. The working man shall elect superiors for the things that concern him
m"ned ately, nor more. From the other classes as they rise, shall be elected the

gher governors. The thing must culminate in one real head, as every organic thing
must— no foolish republics with no foolish presidents, but an elected king, something
ike Julus Caesar.” He, of course, in his imagination, supposed that when a
dictatorship was established, he would be the Julius Caesar. This was the part of the
dream-like quality of all his thinking. He never let himself bump into reality. He would
go into long tirades about how one must proclaim “the truth” to the multitude, and he
seemed (0 have no doubt that multitude would listen. Would he put his political
phiiosophy into a book? No in our corrupt society the written word is always a lie’
Would he go in Hyde Park and proclaim “the Truth” from a soap box? No: that would
be far too dangerous (odd streaks of prudence emerged in him from time to time).
Well, | said, what would you do? At this point he would change the subject.

Gradually | discovered that he had no real wish to make the world better, but only to
indulge in eloquent Soliloquy about how bad it was. If anybody heard the soliloquies
so much the better, but they were designed at most to 0 produce a little faithful band of
disciples who could sit in the deserts of New Mexico and feel holy. All this was
conveyed to me in the language of a Fascist dictator as what | must preach, the “must’

having thirteen under linings.” (CSS 19738)
| DRECIS FXERCISE 4 |
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