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Passage.

Besant describing the middle class of the 9th century wrote "In the first place it was fy,
more a class apart. "In no sense did it belong to society. Men in professions of any king
(except in the Army and Navy) could only belong to society by right of birth and famiy
connections; men in trade—bankers were still accounted tradesmen—could no
possibly belong to society. That is to say, if they went to live in the country they wer
not called upon by the county families and in the town they were not admitted by the
men into their clubs, or by ladies into their houses... The middle class knew its own
place, respected itself, made its own society for itself, and cheerfully accorded to rank

the deference due.”

Since then, however, the life of the middle classes had undergone great changes
their numbers had swelled and their influence had increased. Their already vl
—developed consciousness of their own importance had deepened. More critical thas
they had been in the past of certain aspects of aristocratic life, they wee also mort

concerned with the plight of the poor and the importance of their own values of Sﬁlf?ti;‘z;

thrift, hand work, piety and respectability thrift, hand work, piety and respectab

examples of ideal behavior for the guidance of the lower orders. Above all they Wﬂ;
pectableaﬂ

respectable. There were divergences of opinion as to what exactly was 1€s e
¢

what was not. There were, nevertheless, certain conventions, which were U r
ectable, 10 p

recognized: wild and drunker behaviors were certainly not resp Lventi
godlessness Or avert promiscuity, not an i]l—ordered' home life, U?CO
manners, self-indulgence or flamboyant clothes. and pg:r_spgal adorpmen 8,

Scanned with CamScanner



otlicerg

-?oa - v L ] ' ¢ Bl
A § Mastering Précis for PMS, € AN

Fubhications

the) ne/

Nat

I ————— -

S

PRECIS |
Central Superior Services Examination (CS8) 1993 |

'

Throughout the ages of human development men have been subject Lo rniserics of y,,
kinds: those imposed by external nature, and, those that human beings sy ideq, |
inflicted upon each other. At first, by far the worst evils were those that were dye 10 |
environment. Man was a rare Sp(:(;ifz.‘;, whose survival wag ;)l’lt{;.’!!ih!l"., ‘.‘ulit'}i!,ij!’ the

agility of the monkey, without any coating of fur, he has difficulty in escaping fromg o0
beasts, and in most parts of the world could not endure the winter's cold. He fad only |
two biological advantages: the upright posture freed his hands, and intellige,

cnabled him to transmit experience. Gradually these two advantiages gave By |
supremacy. The numbers of the human species increased beyond those of any o

large mammals. But nature could still assert her power by means of flood and famg
and pestilence and by exacting from the great majority of mankind incessant toil in th

securing of daily bread. In our own day our bondage to external nature is
diminishing, as a result of the growth of scientific intelligence, Famines and pestilens
still occur, but we know-better, year by year, what should be done to prevent then

H"dl’d work is still necessary, but only because we are unwise: given peace ant

co-operation, we could subsist on a very moderate amount of toil. With existin

technique, we can, whenever we choose to exercise wisdom, be free of many ancien’

forms -of bondage to external nature. But the evils that men inflict vporn each oth

have not diminished in the same degree. There zre still wars, oppressions, and hideos

cruelties, and greedy men still snatch weslth from those who are Jess skillful or €

ruthless than themselves. Love of power still leads 1o vast tyrannies or to M

obstruction when its grosser forms are impossible. And fear-deep -scarcely conscio®

fear — is still the dominant motive in very many lives, :
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