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even though psychologically one has every expectation, through the
|(!cas_ that it will. These are cases only of probability, not knowledge-——as indeed IS
virtually the whole of scientific knowledge, cxcluding mathematics. Not that such
probable claims are ummportant: humans would be incapable of dealing with the
world except on the assumption that such claims are true. But for Locke they fall short
of genuine knowledge.

association of

There are, however, some very important things that can be known. For example,
Locke agiced with Descaites that cach  person can know immediately and
without appeal to any further evidence that he exists at the time that he considers 1t.
One can also know immediately that the colour of the print on a page is different from
the colour of the page itsell’—i.c., that black is not white and that twao is greater than
one. It can also be proved from self-evident truths by valid argument (by an argument
whose conclusion cannot be false if its premises are true) that a first cause, or God,
must exist. Various moral claims also can be demonstrated .., that parents have a
duty to care for their children and that one should honour onc's contracts, People
often make mistakes or poor judgments in their dealings with the world or each other
because they are unclear about the concepts they use or because they fail to analyze
the relevant ideas.  Another preat  cause of confusion, however, is  the
human propensity 1o succumb to_what Locke calls “Lnthusiasm,” the adoption_on
Togically inadequate grounds of claims that one is already disposed to accept.

One major problem that the £xsay appeared to raise is that if deas are indeed the
immediate objects of experience, how is it possible to know that there is anything
beyond them —c.g.. ordinary physical objects? Locke's answer to this problem,
insofor as he recognized it as problem, appears to have been  that,
because perception is_a_natural_process and thus ordained by God, it cannot_be
Encmll; lxlisica(!ixxg about the ontology of the universe. In the more skeptical age of
e T8 century, this argument became less and less convincing, This issue
dominated epistemology in the I $th century.
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| What is the definition of knowledge?
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