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0.3. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow: (20)

When Dreturned 1o the commaon the sun was seiing. The crowd about the pit had increased. and stood out black against
the lemon yellow of the sky-a couple of hundred people, perhaps. There were raised voices, and some sort of stuggle
appeared 1o be poang on obout the pit. Strange imagimngs passed through my mind. As 1 drew nearer | heand Stent's
voice: “Reep back! Keep back!™ A boy came runming towards me, "I's movin'," he siod o me as he passed; "it's
screwin’ and screwin’ out. | don't like i 'm goin® hame, 1 am.” 1 went on In the crowd. There were really, | should
think, two o three hundred penple elhowing and jostling one annther, the one or two ladees there beng by no means the
least active. "He's fallen in the pltl” cried someone. "Keep back!” said severul. The crowd swayed a linle, and T elbowed
my way through. Everyone seemed greatly excited. T heard a peculior humiming sound Trom the pit. "1 say!" siid
Ogilvy. " Help keep these idiows back. We dont know whart's in the confounded thing, you know!™ [ saw a young man, a
shop assistant in Wokldng 1 believe he was. standing vn the ¢ylinder und trying to scrwmble out of the hole again, The
crod had pushed him in. The end of the evlinder was being screwed out from within, Nearly 1wo feel of shining screw
progeciad. Soanchady blundered agalnst me, and | narmowly missed being pitched omo the wop of the screw. 1 umed,
and as L did so the sorew must have comee out, Tor the hd of the exlinder fell wpon the gravel with a ninging concussion, |
stuck my elbow into the person behind me, and wrned my head towards the Thing again. For a moment that elrcular
cavity seemed perfecily hlack. 1 had the sunset in my eyes. | think everynne expected 1o see a man emerge-possihly
somcthing a linle unlike us wrresimal men, but im0 all esseotals a man, I know 1 did. But, looking, [ presently suw
something snming within the shadow: greyish hllowy movements, one above another, and then two luminous
disks-hike eyes, Then something resembling a bitle grey snake, about the tackness of a walkang stick, cotled up out of
the wrthing muddle, and wrggled in the ar wwards me-and then another. A sudden chill came over me, There was a
loud shnek from a woman behind, 1 hall wmed. keeping my eyes [ixed upon the cyhinder sull, from which other
tentacles were now projecting, and hegan pushing my way bhack from the edge of the i 1 saw astonishment glving
place 10 horror on the faces of the people about me. | heard inamiculate exclamations on all sides, There was o general
mavemenl backwards, T saw the shopman struggling sull on the edge of the pit. 1 found mysell alone, and saw the
people on the acher side of the pit manning off, Stent among them. | looked again at the eylinder and ungovernable terror
gnpped me. I siood peinficd und stunng. A g greyish rounded bulk, the size, perhaps. of a bear, was nung slowly and
paunfully out of the cylinder, As 1t bulged up and caught the ight, it elistened like wet leather. Two large dark-coloured
eves were reganding me steadlastly. The mass that framed them, the head of the thing, was rounded, and had. one might
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) 4.

sty o Doce. There was oomouth under the eyes, the hipless boom ol which guivened and panted, and dropped saliva, The
whole creatume henved and pulsated convalsively, A Lk weotoculr appendage pnpped the edpe ol the eylnder, another
swayed 10 the nie, Those whio have never seen o living Martian con searcely mngine the strnge horror al s
appearance, The peculiar Veshoped mouwth with its pointed upper Hp, the absence ol brow ridges, the absence ol o clhin
heneath the wedge lke Tower lip, the icessant quivering of this mouth, the Gorgon groups of tentocles, the twmualiuous
hreathing of the lungs in o strange stmosphere, the evident heaviness and painfuliess of movement doe w the greater
privititionn eoergy ol the carthabove all, the extrnordinuey intensity of the immwnse eyes-were Ul once vital, intense,
inhwman, erippled und monstrous, There wus something Tungoid i the vily brown skin, something in the clumsy
deliberntion of the tedious movements unspeokubly nusty. Even ut this fiest encounter, thas et glimpse, T was
overvome with disgust nmd decad,

Questions: L. Whot Teads s 1o believe it this possage is Trom o seienee Heton story? (4)
2. How was the crowed hehnving? (d)
1. Why did the miood of the erowd alier? i)
4. What was the nurvator's initinl reaction w the “Thing™? (4)
. Why did the wrirer feel disgusted? (4)
Correct onlv FIVE of tha followina 104
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There should be at least 2 sentences in the answer.
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UnsOIvéd Exercises
for Practice

EXERCISE 1

There are still those devolees of sport who support
the emphasis laid on school games and for whom sport
is a kind of religion, To them the sporting spirit is the
finest attitude with which to face life since 1ls possessor
is very conscious of his obligations to the community.
Yet the truth about the religion of sport is that it does
not deliver the goods; it fails to produce sportsmen. In
actual fact, pames have practically no effect on character,
for a selfish man will play his games sclfishly in spite of
all that has been talked about the team-spirit while a
chivalrous man will be chivaleous in his games. Games
aflford an opportunity for showing spirit within; they are
a vehicle for virtue or for vice and it is for this that we
shoulkd value them; not as some miraculous process [or
making a bad man good or a crooked man straight, If
we support the system of compulsory games, Jet it be for
the right reasons.

EXERCISE 2

Speech is a great blessing, but it can also be a great
curse, for while it helps us to make our intentions and
desires known to our fellows, it can also, if we use it
carelessly, make our attitude completely misunderstood.
A slip of the tongue, the use of unusual word, or of an
ambiguous word, may create an enemy where we had
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