To have faith in the dignity and worth of the individual
man as an end in himself, to believe that it is better to
be governed by persuasion than by coercion, to believe
that fraternal goodwill is more worthy than a selfish and
contentions spirit, to believe that in the long run all
values are inseparable from the love of truth and the
disinterested search for it, to believe that knowledge
and the power it confers should be used to promote the
welfare and happiness of all men, rather than to serve
the interests of those individual and classes whom
fortune and intelligence endow with temporary
advantage — these are the values which are affirmed by
the traditional democratic ideology. The case of
democracy is that it accepts the rational and humane
values as ends and proposes as the means of realizing
them the minimum of coercion and the maximum of
voluntary assent. We may well abandon the
cosmological temple in which the democratic ideology
originally enshrined these values, without renouncing
the faith it was designed to celebrate. The essence of
that faith is belief in the capacity of man, as a rational
and humane creature to achieve the good life by
rational and humane means. The Chief virtue of
democracy and the sole reason for cherishing it is that
with all its faults it still provides the most favourable
conditions for achieving that end by those means.
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EXAMINATION- 1998

Lying is indeed an accursed vice. We are men, and we
have relations with one another only by speech. If we
recognized the horror and gravity of an untruth, we
should more justifiably punish it with fire than any other
crime. | commonly find people taking the most ill-
advised pains to correct their children for their
harmless faults, and worrying them about heedless
acts which leave no trace and have no consequences.
Lying -and in a lesser degree obstinacy - are, in my
opinion, the only faults whose birth and progress we
should consistently oppose. They grow with a child's
growth, and once the tongue has got the knack of lying,
it is difficult to imagine how impossible it is to correct
it. Whence it happens that we find some otherwise
excellent men subject to this fault and enslaved by it. |
have a decent lad as my tailor, whom | have never heard
to utter a single truth, even when it would have been to
his advantage. If, like the truth, falsehood had only one
face, we should know better where we are, for we
should then take the opposite of what a liar said to be
the truth. But the opposite of a truth has a hundred
thousand shapes and a limitless field.

The Pythagoreans regard good as certain and finite,
and evil as boundless and uncertain. There are a
thousand ways of missing the bull's eye, only one of
hitting it. | am by no means sure that | could induce
myself to tell a brazen and deliberate lie even to protect
myself from the most obvious and extreme danger. St
Augustine said that we are better off in the company of
a dog we know than in that of a man whose language
we do not understand. Therefore, those of different
nations do not regard one another as men and how
much less friendly is false speech than silence.
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