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Woodrow Wilson was referring to the liberal idea of the economic market'when he said that the free

(enterprise_system is the most efficient economic system. Maximum freedom means maximum
productiveness; our “openness” is to be the measure of our stability. ascination with this ideal has

made Amencans defy the “"Old World" catcgones of settled possessweness versus Unﬂng
(5)depgivation, the cupidity of retention versus the cupidity of seuur{a a “status quo” defended or
auacs;ed The United States, it was believed, had no stolus quo ente. Our only “station” was the turming
of a s'auonar,r wheel, spinning faster and faster. We did not base our system on properly but
opportunity--which meant we based it not on stability but on mobility. The more things changed, that
is, the more rapidly the whee! turned, the steadier we would be. The conventional picture of class
{10)politics is composad of the Haves, who want a stability to keep whfzt they have, and the Have-Nots,
who want a touch of instability and change in which to scramble for the things they have not. But
Americans imagined a condition in which speculators, self-makers, glf_x_r}_gg.s_ are always using the new

~ opportunities given by our land, These _e;:on_nmic_iea_ders__{{gp_ﬂfmn_ne(é}_ would thus he mainly agentsof
change. The nonstarters were considered the ones who wanted sfability, 3 strong_referee to give
(15)them some position in the race, a regulative hand to calm manic ;‘speculazion; an a‘uthodw that can
- ¢all things 10 3 halt, begin things again from compensatorily staggered “starting lines.” “Reform” in
America has been sterile because it can imagine no 'change except through the extension of this
metaphor of a race, wider inclusion of competitors, “a_piece of the action” 3s it were, for the
disenfranchised. There is no attempt to call off the race. Since our only stability is change, America (20)
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¥e§en;:ﬂ t?e’gl‘-’ie\#fz’ork that achieves social interdependence and_s_taf-_!:«-iiﬁ_g._ There is, in our
the S‘K.Sff_.e;‘a‘i«}fjﬂ; #Tb:- ltf’ﬁ‘ Of_fi_igf_ E{Srk, no gi@_f?.-mdusmam?rk force of the people who act{falfy make
EVeryone \;;35 ar; EF;;:" sj; 10 pride in being an employee {Wilson asked for a return to the time when
SIENS of the SVStem’si:\:gf}. There ha_s been no boasting about our social workers---they are me%'eiy

atlure, of opportunity denied or not taken, of things to be eliminated. We {25)

haifﬂ i . -
“%= 10 pride in oy P i |
— e ur growing nterdependence, in the fact that our system can serve gthers, that we are
ashamed of our present achievements,

make us try ¢ .

{27) race b‘y 0 Lorget or ?S*W_;_l;mrnimue away from them. There is no honor but in the Wonderland
S L, trlUlﬁMF, none (60) winning in the end (for there is no end).
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