Like the history of the Pakistan state, the story of Pakistan’s nuclear program
is one of unwavering resolve and dedication. Pakistani senior officials tapped
into the genius of young scientists and engineers and molded them into a
motivated cadre of weaponeers. Building on this reservoir of talent, the
program outlasted perennial political crises and persisted despite poor civil-
military relations. The young nation’s leaders and scientists were united by
their fascination with the new nuclear science and consciously interwove
nuclear developments into the broader narrative of Pakistani nationalism. They
were unwilling to allow India’s strategic developments to go unanswered, and
the more assiduously the program was opposed by India and the West, the
more precious it became, It evolved into the most significant symbol of
national determination and a central element of Pakistan’s identity.
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