. 7. Translate the following into English by keeping in view figurative/idiomatic expression. (10)
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SPECIMEN — 2

A stamp is, to many people, just a slip of paper that takes a letter from one town or country to another. They
are unable to understand why we stamp collectors find so much pleasure in collecting them and how we find the

time in which to indulge in our hobby. To them it seems a waste of time, a waste of effort and a waste of money,
But they do not realise that there are many who do buy stamps, many who find the effort worth-while and many
who, if they did not spend their time collecting stamps, would spend it less profitably. We all seek something to do
in our leisure hours and what better occupation is there to keep us out of mischief than that of collecting stamps?

An album, a packet of hinges, a new supply of stamps, and the time passes swiftly and pleasantly.
countries are always printing and issuing

Stamp-collecting has no limits and a collection never has an end;
eaths. And the fascination of collecting is

new stamps to celebrate coronations, great events, anniversaries andd
trying to obtain these stamps before one’s rivals. Every sphere of stamp-collecting has its fascination — receiving

letters from distant countries and discovering old stamps in the leaves of dusty old books. A stamp itself has a

fascination all its own. Gazing at its little picture we are transported to the wilds of Congo, the homes of the Arabs,
tamp. The ancient Roman Empire and

and the endless tracks of the Sahara desert. There is a history in every s
are all conveyed to our mind’s eye by

the Constitution of America, India’s Independence and the Allied victory,
means of stampss pictures, writers, scientists, soldiers, politicians and famous incidents.

Stamps, SO § owledge that is vast and important.
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B EXERCISE 148 —
Write summaries of the following passages of about one-third of the original length:—

1. In every country people imagine that they are the best and the cleverest and the others are not so good

as-are-notse-goeed as they are. The Englishman thinks that he and his country are the best; the
Frenchman is very proud of France and everything French. The Germans and Italians think no
less of their countries and many Indians imagine that India is in many ways the greatest country
in the world. This is wrong. Everybody wants to think well of himself and his country. But really
there is no person who has not got some good and some bad qualities. In the same way, there
Is no country which is not partly good and partly bad. We must take the good wherever we find
it and try to remove the bad wherever it may be. We are, of course, most concerned with our
own country, India. Unfortunately, it is in a bad way today. Many of our people are poor and
unhappy.They have no joy in their lives. We have to find out how we can make them happier.
We have to see what is good in our ways and customs and try to keep it, and whatever is bad
we have to throw away. If we find anythlng good in other countries, we should certainly take it.
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5. We must insist that free oratory is only the beginning of free spe.ech; it is not the enq, bqt a meaqs lto an
end. The end is to find the truth. The practical justification of civil liberty Is not that thgz gxamlnatlon of opinion is
one of the necessities of man. For experience tells us that it is only when freedom of opinion pecomes the compy.
sion to debate that the seed which our forefathers planted has produced its fruit. When that s
understood, freedom will be cherished not because it is a vent for our opinions but because it
iIs the surest method of correcting them.

‘The unexamined life’, said Socrates, ‘is unfit to be lived by man’. This is the \{irtue of
liberty, and the ground on which we may best justify our belief in it, that it tolerates error in ordel-' Vi
to serve the truth. When more men are brought face to face with their opponents, forced to listen and learn ang
mend their ideas, they cease to be children and savages and begin to live like civilized men. Then only is freedom
a reality, when men may voice their opinions because they must examine their opinions.

The only reason for dwelling on all this is that if we are to preserve democracy we must understand its
principles. And the principle which distinguishes it from all other forms of government is that in a democracy the
oppaosition not only is tolerated as constitutional but must be maintained because it is in fact indispensable.

The democratic system cannot be operated without effective opposition. For, in making the great experiment
of governing people by consent rather than by coercion, it is not sufficient that the party in power should have a
majority. It is just as necessary that the party in power should never outrage the minority. That means that it must
listen to the minority and be moved by the criticisms of the minority.
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