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1 PRECIS EXERCISE 12

L wie a précis, Of the following passage in about 100 words and suggest the
e NNV

N\ (20+5)
{or instance, who, having

e . wealth, is yet lacking in refinement of mind, who
- Jucation by which he may understa

nd and enjoy the beauties of literature, art and
nature, €an ohly use his money for the grat

ification or sexual appetities and be, therefore, not
m—pwﬁl” }.I'IY power he may have is the

power of a brute which works for destruction
aiher edification. On the other hand is the man of trained intellect, the man whose soul has
‘open to the noble influences around him, who has treasured up not gold but a store of
.aus learning. He looks calmly upon the world around him, scorns its follies and despises
iis so-called pleasures. He has within himseif a source of intellectual joy in contemplation of
ihe mysteries and problems of the world and its history. He is the Man of Power before whom
e Man of Gold must bow down in homage as to a king. Carlyle, in his study, living with his
wife on an income of $100 per annum, but sending forth living words to stir the hearts of his
countrymen, was more powerful than an American

Millionaire, or any other whose money
was used merely for perishabie things of the world. : :
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- Tr9gEsld suilabie litle for the passage.

COMPREHENSION EXERCISE 10 |

2.Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow: (20)

_"Religion is the opium of the people® is an oft-quoted saying of Karl Marx. The
Nelion of Opium as is well-known is sedative. It assuages pain, lessons imitation and



88 English (Precis & Composition)

intoxicates. Thus what Marx apparently meant when he described religion as 'upiu_r
that religion eased physical and mental sufferings of this life by promising greater pr ""a!
and happiness in the next world He claimed that religion helps in soothing the irritation wh

inevitably exists between the opposing classes: it teaches the poor the blessings of Enumh
the greatest support to the existing economic order with its cardinal feature, the exploj =1
of masses. In this view of history there can obviously be no place for a Transcendentg) B“:"""'l
This was also supposed to be a scientific view of the nature of man. His social, political ing,
even moral life was said to be governed by the manner in which things were produceg ang
certain point of history rather than by Faith in God or by religious idealism. Evident ",
religion Marx meant Christianity. perhaps he could not find time to study Islam. v by

Questions:
What is the function of opium?
What does Marx mean when he says that “religion is the opium of the people™?

1

2.

3. What according to Marx, is the scientific view of the nature of man?

4. What does the writer suggest when he says “perhaps he could not find time to Study

Islam?
5. Suggest a suitable title for the passage.
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