
Q.1   Critically examine the powers and the voting procedure of the U.N. Security Council? 

Introduction 

The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations, 

entrusted with ensuring international peace and security. It is vested with the authority to make binding 

decisions that member states are obligated to implement. This critical examination will explore the 

powers and the voting procedure of the UNSC, assessing their effectiveness and challenges. 

Powers of the UNSC 

1. Maintenance of International Peace and Security: 

   - The UNSC is primarily responsible for maintaining global peace and security. It can investigate 

disputes, recommend methods of resolution, and, if necessary, impose sanctions or authorize the use of 

force. 

   - Chapter VII of the UN Charter grants the UNSC the power to determine the existence of a threat to 

peace, breach of peace, or act of aggression and take military and non-military action to restore 

international peace and security. 

2. **Peacekeeping Operations**: 

   - The UNSC has the authority to deploy peacekeeping missions to conflict zones to help maintain 

ceasefires and create conditions for sustainable peace. 

   - These missions are essential in preventing conflicts from escalating and ensuring the protection of 

civilians. 

3. **Sanctions**: 

   - The UNSC can impose sanctions, including economic sanctions, arms embargoes, travel bans, and 

other measures to coerce states or entities into complying with international law. 

   - Sanctions are a powerful tool for non-violent coercion and have been used effectively in various 

situations. 

4. **Enforcement of International Law**: 

   - The UNSC can refer cases to the International Criminal Court (ICC) and establish ad hoc tribunals for 

prosecuting individuals responsible for serious international crimes like genocide, war crimes, and crimes 

against humanity. 

   - This role underscores the UNSC’s commitment to upholding international justice. 

5. **Admission of New Members**: 

   - The UNSC recommends the admission of new members to the UN General Assembly, which then 

makes the final decision. 

   - This power ensures that new members are evaluated for their commitment to the principles of the 

UN Charter. 



Voting Procedure of the UNSC 

1. **Structure and Membership**: 

   - The UNSC consists of 15 members: five permanent members (P5) with veto power (China, France, 

Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States) and ten non-permanent members elected for two-

year terms by the General Assembly. 

   - The non-permanent members are chosen based on geographical representation to ensure diverse 

regional representation. 

2. **Decision-Making Process**: 

   - Each member of the UNSC has one vote. For substantive matters, a minimum of nine votes is 

required, including the concurring votes of all P5 members. 

   - The veto power of the P5 members means that any one of them can block substantive resolutions, 

even if they have widespread support from other members. 

3. **Types of Resolutions**: 

   - **Substantive Resolutions**: These include decisions on peacekeeping missions, sanctions, and the 

use of force. The P5’s veto power applies here. 

   - **Procedural Resolutions**: These pertain to the council's functioning and do not require the P5's 

concurrence. A simple majority is sufficient for approval. 

Critical Examination 

1. **Effectiveness and Challenges**: 

   - **Positive Aspects**: The UNSC has played a crucial role in preventing conflicts, mediating peace, and 

imposing sanctions to maintain international order. Its ability to authorize peacekeeping missions and 

enforce international law is significant for global stability. 

   - **Criticisms**: The veto power of the P5 often leads to deadlocks, preventing decisive action in 

critical situations. For instance, the Syrian conflict saw multiple vetoes from Russia and China, hindering 

effective intervention. 

2. **Representation Issues**: 

   - The composition of the P5 reflects the geopolitical realities of 1945, not the contemporary world. 

Emerging powers and regions such as Africa and Latin America are underrepresented, raising questions 

about the UNSC's legitimacy and effectiveness. 

3. **Reform Proposals**: 

   - **Expansion of Membership**: Increasing the number of permanent and non-permanent members 

to better reflect the current global order. 

   - **Limiting Veto Power**: Proposals include requiring a double veto (i.e., a veto by at least two P5 

members) or restricting the use of the veto in cases involving mass atrocities. 



Conclusion 

The UNSC is a vital organ of the United Nations with significant powers to maintain international peace 

and security. However, its effectiveness is often hampered by the veto power of the P5 and its outdated 

representation structure. Reforming the UNSC to better reflect contemporary geopolitical realities and 

limiting the use of veto power could enhance its efficiency and legitimacy. Addressing these challenges is 

crucial for the UNSC to fulfill its mandate effectively in the 21st century. 


