that as relations improve, the brutal murder of
ani workers in Saravan on Saturday is fully probed)

. -Abdollahian said both countries were “one nation” '
observmg that “third countries” were aiding militants in
the eanwhile Mr Jilani said that a “high-

&_ﬁfﬁ’_@ﬁma
‘level mechanism” was béing established to oversee bilateral
‘cooperation, while ad:i'i?g that liaison officers would be stationed

" in Turbat and Zahedan)Indeed, this display of cooperation is
a welcome change fromkthe acrimonious exchanges that had
threatened to scuttle bilateral ties. Both sides chose to handle
the crisis with wisdom, as opposed to jingoistic nationalism. This
should serve as a template to manage all future bilateral ties. )
Hile the exchange of pleasantries makes for good optics, |
both Islamabad and Tehran need to get down to business and-
address the single biggest irritant that stands in the way of
better ties: border security. Both sides have pledged to work for
collective security, and these promisessshould be followed by
action to secure their common borderﬁx’ hether it is religipusly
motivated militants working against Iran that allegedly find -
refuge in Pakistan, or Baloch separatists plotting against
Pakistan on Iranian soil, both sides need to address the threats
~ these non-state actors pose through mutual cooperation; under
R no circumstanc hould unilateral actj'on be taken, as Iran.did
g ﬂew weeks ago§he crisis was defused this time, but there
10 guarantee that similar rational behaviour will prevail
iture. With regard ta the killing of Pakistani workers, L@
ved in this heinous crime need to be identified and
us e, while Tehran shoyld ensure security for g&_ T*"
in or msmng IranyA few weeks from now
) i abad, and lt.mll'b& ' "
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