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- EXERCISE 3

There is n famous speech recorded of an old Eurscmnn,
thorouphly characteristic of 1the. Teuton. 1 t_whcvn
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neither in idols nor demons,” said he, “'I put my sole
trust in my own strength of body and soul,”’ The ancicnt
crest of a pickaxe with the molto of “Fither 1 will find a
way or make one,”’ was an expression of the same sturdy
independence which to this day distinguishes the descens
dants of the Norsemen, Indeed nothing could be more
characteristic of the Scandinavian mythology, than that
it had a god with a hammer. A man's character is seen
in small matters, and from even 80 slight a test as the
mode in which a man wields a hammer, his encrgy may
in some measure be inferred, Thus an eminent FFrench-
man hits off in a single phirase the characteristic quality of
the inhabitants of a particular district in . which a friend
of his proposed 1o sctlle and buy land. “Beware,' snid
ke, “of making a purchase there 1 know the men of that
department ; the pupils who come, from it 10 our veteri
nary school at Paris do not strike hard upon the anvil ;
they want energy and you will not get o satisfactory
. return on any capital you may invest there.”t A fine and
just apprecintion of characler, indicating the thoughtful
observer ; and strikingly ilusgrative of the fact that it s
the enerpy of the individual men that gives strenglh 1o B
State, and confers @ value even upon the very soil which
they cultivate, :

“The cultivation of this quality is "of the greatest
jmportance ; resolule determination in the pursuil ol
worthy objects being the foundation of all true greainess
of characfer. Energy enables a man 10 force his way
through irksome drudgery nnd dry details, and carrics
him onward and upward in every. station in life. It
accomplishes more than genius, witlr not onc-half the
disappeintment and peril, -1t is not eminent talent that
is required to-ensure SUCCESS in any pursuit, 50 much as
purpose, —not merely the power to achieve, but the will
to labour encrgétically and perseveringly. Hence energy
of will may be defined 1o be the very central power of
. character in a man—in n word. It is the Man himsell. It.
pives impulse to his every action, and soul to every cffort,
Thus hope is based on it,—and it is hope that gives the
real perfume to life,
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