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Some sogiegies have experimented with eliminating the middleman. Prices can cenainly be controlied beter if
the government acts as the middleman, because, after all, goods have 1o be lifted and transported to the other pans of
the country. But govemmens are not sually very efficient or quick i these matiers. Nor ae they economical—a ot of
file-and-paperwork and involvement of lot of people adds to the indirect expenses. Although in theory it cught o be
possible to reduce prices by eliminating the middleman, in practice is seems 0 be an essential evil.

Business can be left to find its own level in accordance with the so-called *laws' of supply and demand. By

and large, Pakistan is what is called a *sellers’ market because essential goods are usually i short supply o are inclined
to fall below the needs of an overgrowing population. Market manipulation in such a simsation is easy and unforunately
fuirly common. Goods usually disappear at about the time they are needed mwst, leading 10 poce spirals and
malpructices. Price control under such circumstances becomes a litle unrealistic unless a huge department can be setup
with vigilance terms and inspectors empowered to raid shops and warchouses. The etforts to control a seller’s market
are so great and the costs so high that in fuct not a great deal of control can be exercised. And aliemative method is 10
encourage the growth of buyer's market i which the customer hus a :Iwr:‘c I'tn.-hm'n many competing m\hl;t:r.
Competition automatically forces good quality and low prices on the goods. _T'Ius Is al present lﬂ}' possible in wul-:l:::
production areas of the world. But competition leads to malpractices of a different kind. Survival for n:umum:.a -
depends upon the destruction of competing business and big companies have a natural n;lvmu;:; m:u r “ﬂ;:; -
ohsessive drive 1o “sell’ 18 generuted in such u system. Huge sums are spent on advertising, the ¢©
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