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Past Papers 667
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of ancient Greece were Tarsiers, Calchas and so was palmistry. The most notable soothsayers

overcome by a ‘divine manis o e directly ‘to an intermediate who for a short time was
f transcended his own human essence. Here the orophet — or
more usually the prophetess — enter |
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message from the gods to the suppliants. cstasy in which he or she delivered the

These practices for foreseeing the future were the basis on which the ancient Greek oracies
operated. Each oracle was located within a properly — organized sanctuary and was directly
associated with one or other of the gods. Apollo was the archetypal soothsayer for the Greeks,
the god who was responsible for conveying to mortals the decisions proncunced by Zeus. The
most impartant of all the oracles, that at the Delphi, deiivered the inessage with the intervention
of Apollo, while the oldest that of Dodona, functioned with the assistance of Zeus.
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