


Comprehension 81

. : : schel wanted to call it georgium sidus in
honOUrHof l'llf;e I}%?L;’:éﬁ" 'g'":g George 111 of Great Britain The planet wgé 1agter for a time
called Herschel OLIts discoverer. The name Uranus, which was first proposed by the
German astronomer Johan Elert Bode, was in use |

by the late 10" century.
In 1977, nglllf'-‘ recoding the occultation of a star behind the planet, the American
astronomer James Elliot discovered the presence of five rings encircling the equator of Uranus.
Four more rings were discovered in Janua

Tl ry 1986 during the exploratory flight of voyager 2.In
additions to its rings, Uranus has 15 satellit - & &

{ es (moons), the last ten were discovered by voyager
2 on the same flight; all revolve about its equator and move with the planet in an east-west

direction. The two largest moons, Titania and Oberon, were discovered by Herschel in 1787.
The next two Umbriel and Ariel were found in 1851 by the British astronomer William Lassell
Miranda, thought before 1986 to be the innermost moon, was discovered in 1948 by the

_ American astronomer Gerard Peter Kuiper.
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