NVYA 3 mjigoterng 1 1euiy Jjul - -

Nat

PRECIS p
Central Superior Services Examination (CSS) _ﬂ74
29

Man is a pie-eminently an-animal good at gadget. However, there is reason fo
doubting his good judgment in their utilization. Perhaps th¢ first chemical proces;s
which man employed for his own service was combustlon First utilized to warm nakeq
and chllled bodies, it was then discovered to be effectfve for scarmg off nocturnal bea stq
of prey and an adniirable agent for the preparation and preservatlon of food. Much late;
came the d1§c;overy that fire could be used in extracting and workmg metals and last
all that it could be employed to generate power. En ancient times man began to use "
as a weapon, beginning with incendiary torches and arrow and proceedirni
exploswes Wwhich have been developed | pr1nc1pally for the destruction of human be:
and their works.
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In the control and utilization of gases, the achievements of our species have not be=-
commendable. One might begin with air, which man breathes, in common with o*'~~
terrestrial vertebrates. He differs from other an1mals in. that he seems 1ncapa ‘
selecting the right kind of air for breathmg Man is forever doing things which foul t‘:s
air and poisoning himself by his own stupidity. He pens himself up.in a limit2d air
space .and suffocates, he. manufactures noxious gases which accidentall o
intentionally displace the air and remove him from the ranks of the living, he has been
completely unable. to filter the air of the disease germs, which he breathes to his
detriment, he and all his works are powerless £ prevent a hurricane or to withstand its
force. Man has indeed been able to utilize the power of moving air currents to a limited
extent and to imitate the flight of birds, with the certainty of eventually bLeaL--\ hi
neck if he tries jt. Mag ;usesmater ‘much in the.same way as.other animals, ho has <o
drink it constantly, washes in it frequently, and drowns it occasionally — probabl:
‘oftener than other terrestrial vertebrates. Without water, he dies as mlserablV as any
other beast and with too much of it, as in floods, he is equally.unable to cope. However,
he excels other animals in that he has learned to utilize water. power. But it is rather
man's lack  of judgment in the exercise of control of natural resources which would
disgust critics of h1gher 1nte111gence although it would not surprise the apes. Man
observes that_the_ wood of trees is serviceable for constructmg habitation and other
bu11d1ngs He s_g‘algh,taway and | recklessly denudes the earth, of forests. In sa far as he
is able. He finds that the gLe;atjgnmsklnsLof the bison are valuable and immediately
goes to work to exterminate the bison. He allows his grazing animals to strip the turf
from the soil so that it is blown ;“7:}’ and fertile. places become deserts. He clears for
cultivation and exhausts the rich land by stupid planting. He goes into wholesale
product1on of food, cereals, frults and livestock and allows the fruifs of his labour to rot
or to starve bﬁcause he has not prov1ded any adequate method of dlstrlbutmg ‘them or
because no one can pay for them. He invents machmes which do the work of many
men, and is perplexed by the many men : who are out of work. It ‘would be hard to

convince judges of human conduct that man is not an economic fool. §33
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