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15. Nature seems to have taken a particular care to disseminate her blessings among the different regions
of the world with an eye to this mutual intercourse and traffic among mankind, that the natives of the several parts
of the globe might have a kind of dependence upon one another, and be united together
~ by their common interest. Almost every degree produces something peculiar to it. The
food often grows in one country, and the sauce in another. The fruits of Portugal are
corrected by the products of Barbadoes, and the infusion of a China plant is sweetened
by the pith of an Indian cane. The Philippine islands give a flavour to our European
bowls. The single dress of a woman of quality is often the product of a hundred climates.
The muff and the fan come together from the different ends of the earth. The scarf is
sent from the torrid zone, and the tippet from beneath the pole. The brocade petticoat
rises out of the mines of Peru, and the diamond necklace out of the bowels of Indostan.
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\}8, It is the height of selfishness for men, who fully appreciate in their own case the great advantage of
a good education, to deny these advantages to women. There is no valid argument by which the exclusnon of
the female sex from the privilege of education can be defended. It is argued that women
have their domestic duties to perform, and that, if they were edycated, they would bury
themselves in their books and have little time for attending to the management of their
households. Of course it is possible for women, as it is for men, to neglect necessary
work in order to spare more time for reading sensational novels. But women are no more
liable to this temptation than men, and most women would be able to do their household
work all the better for being able to refresh their minds in the intervals of leisure with a
little reading. Nay, education would even help them in the performance of the narrowest.
sphere of womanly duty. For education involves knowledge of the means by which health may be preserved and
improved, and enables a mother to consult such modern books as will tell her how to rear up her children into
healthy men and women and skilfully nurse them and her husband when disease attacks her household. Without

education she will be not unlikely to listen with fatal results to the advice of superstitious quacks, who pretend to
work wonders by charms and magic.

But according to a higher conception of woman'’s sphere, woman ought to be something more than a house-
hold drudge. She ought to be able not merely to nurse her husband in sickness, but also to be his companion in
health. For this part of her wifely duty education is necessary, for there cannot well be congenial companionship
between an educated man and an uneducated wife, who can converse with her husband on no higher subjects
than cookery and servants’ wages. Also one of a mother’s highest duties is the education of her children at the
time when their mind is most amenable to instruction. A child’s whole future life, to a large extent, depends on the
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teaching it receives in early childhood, and it is needless to say, that this first foundation of education cannot be
well laid by an ignorant mother. On all these grounds female education is a vital necessity.
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\}de the River Hudson in North America are the Catskill Mountains. In a certain village at
the foot of these mountains, there lived long ago a man named Rip Van Winkle. He was a simple
and good-natured person, a very kind neighbour and a great favourite among all the good wives of
the village. Whenever there was a squabble in the family of Rip, the women in the village always
took his part and laid all the blame on Dame Van Winkle.

The children of the village too would shout with joy, whenever they saw him. He heiped at
their sports, made playthings for them, taught them to fly kites and shoot marbles and told them
long stories of ghosts, witches and Indians.

Rip had no love for labour, if it would bring him profit. He would sit for 2 whole day on a wet rock and fish
without a murmur, even though he did not catch a single fish. He would carry a light gun on his shoulder for hours
together and shoot only a few squirrels or wild pigeons.

He would never refuse to assist a neighbour even in roughest toil. The women of the village often employed
him to run their errands and to do little jobs for them. In a word, Rip was ready to attend to anybody’s business
but his own. He was, however, one of those men who take the world easy. He would eat coarse bread or fine,
whichever could be got with least thought or trouble. And he would rather starve on a penny than work for a pound.

If left to himself, Rip would have whistled away life in perfect contentment. But his wife always kept drum-
ming in his ears about his idleness, his carelessness and the ruins he was bringing on his family. Rip had but one
way of replying to all her lectures—he shook his head, cast up his eyes and said nothing. He had one good friend
at home and that was his dog Wolf which was as idle as the master.
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