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COMPREHENSION EXERCISE 5

a.2. Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow: = (20)

“Honesty is the surest way to success. The day at last comes when the qishonest
manrepénts in SOrrow and suffering. But no man ever needs to repent of having been
“horiest. Even when the honest man fails through lacking other qualities such as energy,
economy, or system, his failure is not the grievous thing it is to the.dlshonest_man. He can
always rejoice in the fact that he has never defrauded a fellow being. Even in h!s darkest
hour, he finds repose in a clear conscience. Ignorant men imagine that dishonesty is a short-
cut to prosperity. This is why they practice it. The dishonest man is morally short-sighted. He
is like the drunkard who sees the immediate pleasure of his habit, but not the uitimate
degradation. He sees the immediate effect of a dishonest act — a larger profit — but not its
ultimate outcome. He does not see that an accumulated number of such acts must inevitably
undermine his character, and ruin his business.
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