{1 3. Read the following passage carefully and answer the guastions given at the end. {20)

Civil sodety refers to all of the places where individuals gather together 1o have conversation, pursue common interests and,
occasionally, try to influence public opinion or public policy. In many respects, civil society is where pecple spend their time
when they are not at work or at home. For example, a group of peogple gather at a local park every Thursday afternoon for a
game af football. Most of them arrive well before the game begins and any for some time after it ends. Some of them go out
far dinner or & drink after the game, In the course of their meetings they talk about & wide range of topics, including football
but also extending, 1o include issues such as waork, family, relationships, community events, racal issues and palitics, This kind
of solidarity can be found in a variety of ath:rl' places in civil society — such as sports clubs, bowling lzagues, reading groups and
social movements — where individuals get together to associate on the basis of some shared interest fostening more effective
farms of crizenship. Even though people may come together on the basis of an interest they all share in common, they
eventually have 1o develop productive strategies for dealing with conflicts and differences that emerge within the association,
Team mates in a bowhng league discover, on certain (ssues, significant differences of opinion. And yet, because they value the
association and look forward 1o participating In s activities, they do not respond to thesa differences by exiting the scene.
Instead, they search for the ways of interacting that wall not threaten the solidarity of the group. In the process, they [2arnto
Eppreciate and (o tolerate sofial differances, a valyabla skill to have in 3n increasingly multicultural nation, They also develop B
general sense of social trust and mutual obligation, which makes society function more efficiently (ths 15 what political
sCientists and sociologists are talking about whan they refer to the importance of soclal capital). Gathering together in an
association, people begin to think about their shared private interest as a collactive public interest, and they try 1o make sure
that this public interast is safe and securad. For example, the group that gets together for a weakly football gamea bagins 10 talk
about the park as an important community resource; if feel that the park is being mistreated or mismanagsd, will organize a
"save the park’ campaign to try to influence their local paliticians and the other residents of the community. Recently, there has
been growing concern that Civil sodety 15 weaker than it used to be, because people are l0sing interest in joining assodiations.
As citizens become increasingly disconnected from voluntary assocations, they will expenence less trust and less social
connection, and as a result palitical institutions will funcon less efficiently. However, some scholars opine that many pecple
are simply choosing to particpate in different kinds of assogations with fewer face-to-face meetings but supplemeanted with
wirtuzl’ interactons fagdlitated by resources.

Questions: (4 marks each)

1 How does the author characterize the concept of avil sogety?

2 Why does owil soCiety strive towards better socialization drive by tolerance?

3 What do you understand by the term “Social Capial’ used in this passage?

4 Why does a avil soaety assume the role of a public steke holder?

5 What impact is feared by the weakening state of Ovil sodety?
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0, 5 Read the followang paisage carafully and answer the guestions given at the end. (20}

The majority of peopla have always llved simply, and most of humanity still struggles on a daily basls to eke
out 8 meager existence under dire circemstances, Qnly in aMfivent industrialized countries do people have
the lusury of more goods and servicad than they need to survive. On tha bagis of material wealth, North
americans and Eurcpeaans should be the happlest paople on earth, but sccording to tha 2012 Happy #Flanat
Index (HP1), they are not Surprisingly, what had Begun &1 an axpacimaental |ifestyle evolved into & quiet
revalution that spread the word through books such as Duang Elgin's Best-seling voluntary Ssmplicity:
Toward & Way of Ufe that is Outwardly Simple, iInwardly Rich [1881), as well a3 numerous magazines,
plternative communities of the like-minded, and, later, Interret websites, Combined with a growing
awaranass of the environmental coniequences of consumarism, the valuntary simplhcity movemaent sought
to reduce the consumption of goods and enargy and to minimize ona's personal impact on the
#nvironmant, "Voluntary” denctes a free and conschous cholce 1o make approgfiate changes that will enrch
life In & desper, spirtual sense. "Simplicty” refers to the lack of dutter, that iy, eliminating all those things,
patterns, habits, and ideas that take control of our lives and distract us from our inner selves, Howaves, this
is nat to be confused with poverty, which i Inveluntary, degradeng, and dabilitating. Nelther does it mean
that paople must live on a farm or reject progress or technology, o do withowt what i necessary for their
comfort and welfare, To practice voluntary simplicity, ona must differeantate between what cne wanti
|prycholegical desires) and what one needs |basic requirements of life), and seek a healthy balance that is
compatible with Both, in 8 consumar saciaty where sdvertiting Bombards us with tha message that without
this, that, end the other product, we are unsuccesifyl, undeirable, and unimgontant, belng clear on what
you really need and resisting what you don’t can be &n ongoing struggle The beguty of voluntary simplcity
5 that it is & philesaphy, and not a dogma. Mow one goes about |t depends on Individual character, cultural
background, and chimate. For this, three A3 (i 8., Reduce, Recycle & Aeule) represent the best way to get a
handle on rampant consumarism. In economies driven by the quast for ever more, lving with lass o
effoneously eguated with poverty and social inferionty. By consarving enesgy, for ingtance, you are actually
#nguring that moce resources are avallable for future use By making B frugal budget and sticking o it you
can eliminate unnacessary expenses Recycling paper, metal, plastic, and glass and rewing building
materials and old clothing keep materials in the loop and out of landfills. Pooling skills and resources
throwgh Barter networks not only saves money, but sharng with others establishes bonds and fosters a
pande of community, With the glut of chesp goods that are wivally designed for obiolescence, guality
products that last are becoming progressively harder to find, in the long run, @ mone expensive but durable
and repalrable item or evan an oldar used item that i still In good condition |s a batter investment than a
brand new plece of junk that will enly break down and end up in tha trash, Thus, at the heart of veluntary
pmpdicity i the conscious realization that less is really more. Lass confumpbon means more resources for
future ganerations. Leds actvity that brings little satisfaction or reward (s more time for yoursell and your
loved ones, Less stuff 3 more space to move around in. Lass strels means more relaxation and better haalth
Lets WOrry provides more ghjoymant and mare  fulfiliment in |ife
Quastions: (& marks each)

1. How important 1 happiness to most people, and what 15 the refationship between materia! wealth and
hagpineis?

1. How does the author characterize the concept of "Voluntary Simplicity” a1 8 movemant and 2 a
philesophy?

3. What Impact i1 fearad by the growing consurnerisrn of modarn soclety?

4. what infivences make it difficult for peopie to reduce their consumption patternns?

5. \What are tha challenges and rewards of volurtary simplicity 7]
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