For children too there is no greater instrument of education than the conversation they hea
at home. It is unjust to them when nothing is spoken before them but the trifles of dress, the
gossip of the neighbourhood, the cares of the household which press too heavily upon the
parents, the follies and vanities of the world, which are hardly apprehended by their innocent
minds. They are naturally imitative, and a great part of their character is derived from ther
parents. If there is no life or mirth in a house, the children of the house will be commonly dul
and stupid; and if they never hear subjects rationally discussed, they will not leam to think
reason; if the world in which we live is allowed to pass unheeded by, they will be witho!
interests, listless, and unobservant. This home education which they acquire insensibly  *
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out of the mouth.

Read the above passage, and answer the following questions in your own words
1. What sort of conversation does the author think bad for children?
2. Whydmﬂ\eauﬂmm&ulmﬂdrmmybemguduumdmpid?
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