| PASSAGE 4 I

Tead\ing is the noblest of professions. A teacher has a sacred
duly to perform. It is he on whom rests the responsibility of
moulding the character of young children. Apart from
developing their intellect, he can inculcate in them qualities of
good citizenship, remaining neat and clean, talking decently and
sitting properly. These virtues are not easy to be imbibed. Only
_he who himself leads a life of simplicity, purity and rigid
discipline can successfully cultivate these habits in his pupils.
Besides, a teacher always remains young. He may grow old in
age, but not in spirit. Perpetual contact with budding youths
keeps him happy and cheerful. There are moments when
domestic worries weigh heavily on his mind, but the delightful
company of innocent children makes him overcome his transient
moods of despair. (130 words)
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| PASSAGE3 |

The next ingredient is very important: Good Temper. “Love is
not easily provoked.” Nothing could be more striking than to
find this here. We are inclined to look upon bad temper as a very
harmless weakness. We speak of it as a mere infirmity of nature,
a family failing, a matter of temperament; not a thing to take into-
serious ‘account in estimating a man’s character. And yet here,
right in the heart of this analysis of love, it finds a place; and the
Bible again and again returns to condemn it as one. of the most,
destructive elements in human naturew The peculnanty of ill'
temper is that it is the vice of the virtuous. It is often a blot on an
y Otherwise noble character. You know men who are all but
- perfect, and ‘?OT en ylgo ,\:{ll be entirely perfect, but for an
L2 wl\l& ru fle qmck-lemp&' or ‘touchy’ disposition. This "
c%nlp ati of ill temper and high moral character is one of the
ngest and saddest problems of ethics. The truth is that there
Jare | two great classes sms - sms of the body and the sins of
~disp dnsposmon The Prodi AR may Vbe taken as a type of the first,
‘the Elder Brother of the second. Now the society has no doubt
~ whatever as to which of these is the worse. Its brand falls
without a challenge, upon the Prodigal. But are we right? We
have no balance to weigh one another’s sins, and a courser or finer
are but human words; but faults in the higher nature may be less
RG \{’1‘2 "{han Tose on the lower, and to the eye of Him who is love, a
sin agamst love may y seema hundred times t?nolfgbase No form of
vice, not woﬁm"‘ ess, not greed of gold, not drunkenness does more
harm to an unchristianized society . than evil temper) For
embittering life, for breaking up communities, for destroying the
most sacred relationships, for devastating homes, for withering up
_ men and women, for taking the bloom off childhood; in short for
sheer gratuitous misery-producing power, this influence stands
alone. Jealously, anger, pride, uncharity, cruelty, self-righteousness,
touchiness, doggedness, sullenness—in various proportions - are
the ingredients of all ill temper. Judge if such sins of the disposition

m")‘ .\-
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are not worse to live in, and for others to live with, than sins of the
body. There is really no place in heaven for a disposition like this. 5
man with such a mood could only make heaven miserable for a]
the people in it.

Questions

1. What is the popular notion about “bad temper”? 4)
2. How is bad lemper “the vice of the virtuous”? (4)
3. Which class of sins is worse, and why: sins of body or sins of

the disposition? (4)
4. Mention some evils of bad temper, (4)
5. Why, according to the author, will there be no place in

Heaven for bad-tempered folk? )
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