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E ;s S LAAIVIFLE 3

man began with speech, and civilization with agricylt
industry began with ﬁrc_. Man did not invent it; probab%;‘clsa?ur:é
produced the marvel for him by the friction of leave

UMY . I S or twigs, a stroke of
lightning, or a chance union of chemicals; man merely had %he saving wit
to imitate Nature, and to improve upon her. He put the wonder to a

thousand uses. First, perhaps, he made it serve as a torch to conquer his
fearsome enemy, the dark; then he used it for warmth, and moved about
freely from his native tropics to less enervating zones, slowly making the
planet human; then he applied it to metals, softening them, tempering
them, and combining them into forms stronger and more supple. than
those in which they had come to his hand. It was fire that created the old
and honourable art of cooking, extending the diet of man to a thousand
foods that could not be eaten before. So beneficent and strange was it
that fire always remained a miracle to primitive man, fit to be
worshipped as a god; he offered it countless ceremonies o{ deyotion, and
made it the centre or focus of his life and home: he carried it carefully
with him as he moved from place to place in his wgnderings and would
not willingly let it die. Even the Romans punished with-death the carclcgs
virgins of the temple of Vesta who allowed the sacred fire to be
extinguished. _ s e
Answer the following questions on the passage given above:-

(1) " Fire is called a ‘wonder.” What other single words in the

passage convey the same idea?

d - mitive man fear grcatly"? . i
8; \é;hpa];i?-d E‘t;\?izfxl;lmnlicrf:ly has the saving wit to imitate

I\\]Val::tr i}ere the results of the ap"plication of fire to metals?

gg Which word suggests that man’s original home was in the
e o :
. g%ﬂciid man set about making the planet human?
(6) How did fire aid man in his diet? - ‘
(;{g What was the principal duty of the virgins in the temple ol
(¢ . Vesta? i o

(il
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