EXAMINATION 1972

Up to a point the Second German War resembled the first. Each began with a
German bid for power which almost succeeded in spite of the opposition of France
and Great Britain. In each the United States came to the rescue after year of
neutrality. Each ended with a German defeat, But the differences were easier to see
than the resemblances. The powers were differently grouped: Italy and Japan were
on the German side, Russia was neutral until the Germans attacked across what
had been, to begin with, Poland and Baltic States. The second war lasted even
longer than the other. It pressed harder on the civilian population. After a period of
restraint, perhaps, intended to conciliate American opinion, both sides dropped
bombs from the air, without respect for tie nature of the targets, wherever the
officers concerned expected to cause the greatest effect. In Great Britain 60,000
civilians were killed. Though the Island was not invaded, the population was more
directly involved than it was in any former war. Children and others were evacuated
from towns into the country. Food supplies ran so short that, at the worst, even
potatoes were rationed. Of all the states opposed to Germany, Great Britain was the
only one which fought throughout the war. The resources of the nation were
concentrated in the war effort more completely than those of any other nation on
either side. Labour for women as well as men, became compulsory/(Nevertheless,
oncethe war reached its full severity in the west, eight months after it was
declared, there was less disunion between classes and interests than in any other
five years within living memory. Fighting spread all over the world. The Pacific was
as vital a theatre as Europe. Scientists, especially Physicists, made revolutionary
discoveries during the war, not only in the fields of weapons and defence against
them, but in supply, transport, and control in action. Strange to say the fight
services suffered fewer casualties than in 1914-18: 300,000 of the armed forces

and 35,000 of the navy were killed. There was nothing like the trench warfare of

former war, though there was almost every other sort of warfare, from mechanized
war of movement in the North African desert to hand to h jungle fighting in

Burma. Both sides experimented and built up stocks fergas warfare and biological
warfare, but neither side used them. (George Clark: English History: a survey)
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Preci /e povra'f’ ang Odie SV Viosrte
recis 01 There was once a grocer who owned a handsome green parrot who sang sublimely and
spoke most eloquently. The parrot was not only an ideal companion but also the perfect guard for the
grocer's shop. He kept watch all hours of the day and spoke amiably with the customers, entertaining
them and thus increasing the grocer’s sales. One day when the grocer left the shop in the parrot’s care,
having gone home for lunch, a cat suddenly ran into the shop chasing a mouse, frightening the bird. As
the parrot flew about in his effort to save himself, he knocked a few bottles of almond oil off the
shelves, breaking them and covering himself and the shop floor in oil. Not long afterward, the grocer
returned and found the place in disarray, the floor slippery with oil and the parrot perching guiltily in a
corner. In the wink of an eye, the grocer lost his temper and hit the bird on the head with all his might.
The poor bird, who was already feeling guilty and downtrodden about his clumsiness, could not bear the
shame, not to mention the pain from the blow, and he instantly shed all the feathers on his head. Soon
after the almond oil incident, the parrot completely stopped speaking and singing. The grocer realized
how grave his mistake had been in striking the bird; not only had he lost his jolly companion but he had
also curtailed his thriving business. Having no one but himself to blame, he now felt dumb-fcél.:(néi{eac\ijtnlj‘aéjcdL
he had singlehandedly threatened his very livelihood. “l wish I'd broken my hand!” he lamented. “How
could | have struck my sweet-voiced bird like that? How could | have behaved so monstrouslll/}’ “The
;rocer began to give alms to each and every poor dervish who passed by his shop, hoping that by doing
good deeds he might be forgiven, and his bird might again start to exercise his mesmerizing voice. After
three days and nights of remorse and suffering the parrot’s silence, the grocer came into luck. A bald
dervish walked into the shop, and instantly the parrot began to speak: “Did you spill bottles of almond
o-_i_l,_t_o_t_)_? “The handful of customers in the shop were amused and smiled?t the parrot, who had

innocently thought that the bald man had suffered the same fate as himself! “Darling little parrot,” said
one of the customers compassionately, “never equate one action with anothe-r-.-One must never

compare oneself to others, even though they may appear to be the same on the surface; truly nothing is

as it seems.” (RUMI) A ANSEA | suaag))}im. pwﬂag i =
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