Precis 2 Q. Make a precis of the following passage and also suggest a suitable
title.

Far the first hour or so we were alone in our compariment. We
congratulated ourselves on having secured all the comfort and privacy of
first-class traveling at exactly half the price. In the future, we decided, we
would always travel second. But nature abhors a vacuum, and our
compartment was evidently the object of her special abhorrence. When the
train stopped at Campbellpur, we were invaded. In the twinkling of an eye
our luxunous emptiness was filled to overflowing with luggage and
humanity. And what queer specimens of humanity! The leader of the party
which now entered the compariment was a middle-aged man wearing a
yellow robe and, on his head, a kind of quilted bonnet with hanging
ear-flaps. He was profusely garlanded with yellow chrysanthemums, and
had been followed on to the platform by a large crowd of flower-bearing
admirers and devotees. Our ignorance of the language did not permit us to
discover who this exalted person might be. But he was evidently some kind
of high priest, some Hindu pope of considerable holiness, 1o judge by the
respect which was paid him by his numerous retinue and his admirers. His
passage along the line must have been well advertised; for at every station
our compartment was invaded by a swarm of devotees who came to kiss
the great man's feet and to crave a blessing, which in most cases he seemed
too lazy to give. Even the guards and ticket-collectors and stationmasters

came in to pay their respects. The enthusiasm of one ticket-collector was so
great that he traveled about thirty miles in our already packed
compartment, simply in order to be near the holy man. He, meanwhile,
passed the time by counting his money, which was contained in a large
brass-bound box, by loudly eating and, later, dozing. Even at the stations
he did not take the trouble to rouse himself, but reclined with closed eyes
along his seat, and passively permitted the faithful to kiss his feet. When
one is as holy as he evidently was, it is unnecessary to keep up
appearances, behave decently, or do anything for one's followers. Office
and hereditary honor claim the respect of a believing people quite as much
as personal ment.
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