I1.: is still impossible to digest these darker-than-dark days,
sirens jolting us awake on Saturday morning, a day that seems endless and
probably wo_n’t end for many days to come | The thought of the abductees in
the Gaza Strip is crumpling me down with pain. Every thought of them leaves
a layer of terror on the skin The images and reports of bodies strewn in every
corner, of families held hostage for hours as human shields in their own
homes by Hamas militants, still haunt the mind, freezing the heart.The
absolute shock caused by Hamas’s attack on southern towns has taken
various forms as the hours pass: fear, helplessness, anger, and above all, a
deep sense of chaos. The colossal failures of Benjamin Netanyahu’s
government and the security apparatus are converging into a sense of total
breakdown.The intelligence system, which surveils every aspect of
Palestinians’ lives in Gaza and the West Bank, had no prior knowledge of the
attack; civilians were left defenceless for many hours against Hamas
militants, who trapped them in their homes and slaughtered them without
military intervention — the same military tasked with protecting every settler
in the West Bank at any given moment.We are shocked at the lack of reliable
information throughout the long hours when people desperately searched for
missing family members and friends, flooding social networks with pictures
of loved ones who had disappeared. And now we see an absence of sufficient
supplies and food for the hastily drafted reserve forces sent to the frontlines
against Hamas, leaving the job of organising the items they need to civilians
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in each city and town.On Sunday, Netanyahu formally declared warand

now, in this moment, all of Israel is in a state of war. The missiles that landed

‘in the heart of Tel Aviv and the shelling of northern towns have turned the
~ entire country into a battleground, at least in the public perceptionHere in

Jerusalem, we are trying to hold on to the hope that Hamas won't launch missiles
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towards the city due to its .proximityﬁ to 4;1:&;3-3—;1;5;(;1; but the general anxiety
still lingers. Schools have been closed, as have all businesses, and very few people
are on the streets. Those who don’t have to, do not leave their homes. On Saturday
night, after hours of anxious staring at the television and social media, my daughter
was panicked by the fear that Hamas militants, armed and still inside Israeli

territory, might make their way to Jerusalem and attack us in our home. Only after
a thorough tour of the public shelters in the neighbourhood did she calm down

slightly and manage to fall asleep. Amid this absolute chaos, Netanyvahu
addressed citizens late on Saturday: a hollow statement with slogans such as
“we will win”, “we will strike them”, “we will annihilate terrorism”. He is a
man of many slogans. He promises Israel will “take mighty vengeance” and
‘that “the enemy will pay an unprecedented price”, suffering “return fire of a
magnitude that the enemy has not known”.That language is deliberate.
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