PART-II
Q. 2 Make a précis of the following passage and suggest a suitable title. (1545=20)

People moan about poverty as a great evil; and it seems to be an accepted belief that if people only had plenty of
money, they would be happy and useful and get more out of life. As a rule, there is more genuine satisfaction in life and
more obtained from life in the humble cottage of the poor man than in the palaces of the rich. I always pity the sons and
daughters of rich men, who are attended by servants, and have governesses at a later age: at the same time I am glad to
think that they do not know what they have missed. It is because I know how sweet and happy and pure the home of
honest poverty is, how free from perplexing care and from social envies and jealousies-how loving and united its members
are in the common interest of supporting the family that I sympathize with the rich man's boy and congratulate the poor
man's son. It is for these reasons that from the ranks of the poor so many strong, eminent, self-reliant men have always
sprung and always must spring. If you will read the list of the "Immortals who were not born to die,” you will find that
most of them have been born poor. It seems nowadays a matter of universal desire that poverty should be abolished. We
should be quite willing to abolish luxury; but to abolish honest, industrious, self-denying poverty would be to destroy the
soil upon which mankind produces the virtues that will enable our race to reach a still higher civilization than it now
possesses.

Q. 3 Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow. (20)

Human Beings feel afraid of death just as children feel afraid of darkness: and just as children’s fear of darkness is
increased by the stories which they have heard about ghosts and thieves, human beings’ fear of death is increased by the
stories which they have heard about the agony of the dying man. If a human being regards death as a kind of punishment
for the sins he has committed and if he looks upon death as a means of making an entry into another world, he is certainly
taking a religious and sacred view of death. But if a human being looks upon death as a law of nature and then feels afraid
of it, his attitude is one of cowardice. However, even in religious meditation about death, there is something a mixture of
folly and superstition. Monks have written books in which they have described the painful experience which they
underwent by inflicting physical tortures upon themselves as a form of self-purification. Such books may lead one to think
that, if the pain of even a finger being squeezed or pressed is unbearable, the pains of death must be indescribably
agonizing. Such books thus increase a Man’s fear of death. Seneca, a Roman Philosopher, expressed the view that the
circumstances and ceremonies of death frighten people more than death itself would do. A dying man is heard uttering
groans; his body is seen undergoing convulsions; his face appears to be absolutely bloodless and pale; at his death his
friends begin to weep and his relations put on mourning clothes; various rituals are performed. All these facts make death
appear more horrible than it would be otherwise.

Questions:

What is the difference between human beings’ fear of death and children’s fear of darkness?
What is a religious and sacred view of death?
What are the painful experiences described by the Monks in their books?

What are the views of Seneca about death?
What are the facts that make death appear more horrible than it would be otherwise?
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Q.7. Translate the following into English, keeping in view the idiomatic/figurative expression. (10)
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