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juals gather tc o have conversations, pursue common
interests and, occasionally, try to 59.83 public ovamg _

or publi —n many respects, civil society is where
people spend their time when they are not at work or at homc

aple, a group of people gather at a local
park every Thursday afternoon for a game of football. Zapongf ve well before the game begins and stay
for some time after _.égnowsnanoa&qon@%,%guaﬂﬁogEn.oooﬁuno.,;ﬁ:

meetings they talk about a wide range of topics, .._n_u&.ﬁ football but also extending to include issues such as
eoi. family, _drao% 8=§E=€ events, racial issues-and politics. This kind of solidarity can be found in a

- such as sports clubs, woi_am leagues, reading groups and social

war EEQ value the association and look _.ocha lo participating in its activities, they do
8 these differences by exiting the scene. Instead, they search for the ways of interacting that will not
:EAT solidarity of the group, In the process, they lcam to appreciate and to tolerate social differences, a
valuable skill to have in an increasingly multicultural nation. They also develop a general sense of social trust and
mutual ova‘na. ‘which makes society function more efficiently (this is what political scientists and sociologists

are talking about when they refer to the importance of social capital). Gathering together in an association, people

- begin to think about En._..l...\.fv:ﬁ.o interest as a collective public interest, and they try 0 make sure that this
public interest g-ﬂ—g For example, the group that gets together for a weekly football game begins to

talk about the vﬁn lt 1 85:.::5. resource; if feel that the park is being mistreated or mismanaged,

will organize a ‘save the ps oo::x:n: (o try to influence their local vo__:n_usm and the other residents of the

| community. Recently, there has been growing concern that civil socicty is weaker than it used to be, because
people are losing interest in _o_a.zm associations. As citizens become increasingly disconnected from voluntary

\ associations, they will experience less trust and less social connection, and as a result political institutions will
/  function less efficiently. However, some scholars opine that many people are simply choosing to v&dnﬁ:o in

Ea.ndu_ kinds of associations with fewer face-to-face meetings but supplemented with ‘virtual’ interactions
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1. How does the suthor characterize the concept of civil society?
3./ What do you understand by the term “Social Capital” used in this passage?
© 4. Why does a civil society assume the role of & public stake holder?
/5. What impact is feared by the weakening state of civil society? . \
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