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Civil socicty refers to all of the places Where' lndmduals gouher Iogether{o have conversations, pursue COmmon
interests and, occasionally, try to influence public Oplninll orpublic policy I many respects, civil society is where

people spend their time when (hey are notat’ work or at home Fpr cfhm!ple a group of pu,ps. gather at a local
park every Thur\da\ uﬂtmom for a pame ¢ ol oqlhall Masl fthc

an)_ ‘

effective forms of c:menshxp Even !h@u
common, they eventually have to. devel
emerge within the association. Team ma
of opinion. And yet; because they valu
not respond to these d[ﬂ'm:rs by exiting
lhmt:n lbe sohdamy of

mrmnm fcr dushng with conmcts and dlﬂef&’l‘.t’b that
4 league discover, on certain issues, significant differences

on and look forward to participating in its activitics, they do.

?@mw Instead, they search for the ways of interacting that will not

cess, they leam to appreciate and 1o m\emle social differences, a
ulticultural nation. They also develop a general sense of social trust and
: tmcimm more ¢fficiently (this is what political scientists and sociologists
e importance of social mmtal] f"ﬂhmng together in an
!c interest as a wllmwn puhhc interest, and they try
;Fnr example, the group that gets together for a weekly football game bey
ant community resource; if feel that the park is being mistreated or mi ol
will organize a *save I “campaign o Iry 1o influence their local po!llu.lans and the other mud;manaued
community. Recently, there has been growing concern that civil society is weaker than it used 1o bef“‘ of the
, people are losing interest in joining associations. As ciizens become ine reasingly disconnecied fro Desauge
associations, they will experience less trust and less social connection, and as a result political § m \ohnlm
function less efficiently, However, some scholars opine that many people ape simply Lhummig “::s titutions will
diffesent kinds of associations with fewer face-to-face meetings but supple pammpm, i

mented w
facilitated by resources. ! \ l!'tual ‘f‘}tfmuxm

association, people
1o make sure that thig



