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[ think mudern edocationn] theorsis ure inclined (o ullnch 1o much importanee 1o the negntive vinue of not interlering
with children, and too Iittle to the positive menit of cnjoying their company. If you have the sort of liking for children
thinl many people have for horses or dogs, they wall be npl o respond (o your suggestions, and (o oeeepl prohibilions,
perhaps wath some peed-humoured grumbling, but without resentment. It 15 no wse o have the sort of hkmng that
consists in regarding them as a field for valuoble social endeavour, or what amounts 1o the same thing as an outlet for
power-impulses. No child will be grateful for an interest in him that sprngs from the thoueht thot be will have a vile o
be secured for your party or 2 hady 1o be saomiboed 0 king and country. The desiruble sort of imterest 1w thut which
consisls in sponinncous pleasure m the presence of children, without any ullenior purpose, Teachers who have this
quality will seldom need to interfere with children’s freedom, but will be able 1o do so, when necessary, without causing

psycholozical damage.

Unforiunately, it is wilerly impossible for over-warked tenchers 1o preserve an instinelive liking Tor children; they are
bound 1o come o leel wands them as the proverbial conlectivner’s apprenbice does liwareds mscaroons. 1 do not think
that education ought to be amvone's whole profession: it should be undemaken for at most two hours a day by people
whose remaining hours are spent away from cluldren. The seciety of the young is fatigquing, especinlly when strict
chiscipline is avoided, Faripue, in the end, prodvces ifritation, which is likely to express wself somehow, whatever
theones the harussed teacher may have tught himsel T or hersell 1o believe, The necessary friendliness cannot be
preserved by sell-coningl wlone. Rut where it exmsts, i should be unnecessary 10 buve rules i advanee as 1o how
"naughty”™ children are to be trented, sinee mpulse 15 bikely 1o lead 1o the nght decision., and almost any decision will be
right if the child focls that vou like lum. No mules, however wise, are a substitutc for affection and toct,
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